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The Beacon Online is the communication source for the SELC
District.

If you are a first time visitor to the Beacon Online, we invite you to subscribe by emailing the
District Office at selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please feel free to share the Beacon Online and encourage
others to subscribe. Please send your articles, announcements, news, and pictures to
selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please submit your articles in Word format and by Thursdays for inclusion
in the next Beacon Online. We look forward to sharing your submissions! A printed version of the
newsletter is available on our website at selc.lcms.org Please use the printed version from our
website to post and/or share the newsletter with others.

2022 SELC District Convention Registration
is open

We are pleased to announce the mandatory face mask rule in St.
Louis has been lifted at this time. If things change in the future,

we will be sure to let you know. Masks will be optional for all
attendees.

Registration is open for the SELC District Convention that is being held from
May 12 - 15, 2022 at St. Lucas Lutheran Church in St. Louis, Missouri. Overnight
rooms are booking quickly, so make your room reservations now! Please
complete your Convention registration by April 1st so we have accurate
numbers for our hosts at St. Lucas.

The Opening Worship Service begins at 7 PM on Thursday, May 12, 2022. We are
honored to have the LCMS Synod President, Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, at the
Opening Worship Service. The Convention ends by noon following the 9 am worship
service and brunch on Sunday.

The Convention brochure and registration forms are located on the SELC District
website. The overnight rooms are located at the River City Casino and Hotel in St.
Louis.

Convention registration is online and can be completed on the SELC District website
at this link - www.selc.lcms.org/convention

You can reserve your overnight room at this link - River City Reservation
Website and refer to the promo code SELD22A.



Please share this information with your delegates.

The Convention Workbook will be posted online no later than April 1, 2022. There
will be a link that you can click on to download the Workbook.

If you have any questions, please either call the SELC District Office at
610-966-3265 or email us at selc.lcms@gmail.com

A Way to Say Thank You to St. Lucas
for Hosting the 2022 SELC District Convention

Feed My People

The SELC District would like to support St. Lucas by helping with a local food bank in
St. Louis called Feed My People. They touch the lives of 1200 people in their area.
The SELC District would like to thank St. Lucas for being the host of the 2022
District Convention by helping them stock their shelves. We are asking you to bring
personal care items with you to the Convention or stop and purchase some to bring
with you when you arrive in St. Louis. If you cannot bring items to the food and
would like to donate, they would appreciate monetary donations to help purchase
these items for their food bank.



Meaningful Corporate and Devotional Lenten Practices in
Preparation for God's Never-Ending Easter

Pastor Ken Ballas, EM

Dear Christian friends,

How might this Lent be different from any other? For
families afflicted by COVID? For those separated from
loved ones? For war-torn believers of Ukraine?    Here
are a few hopefully helpful thoughts for reflection at
church or at home.

Though well-planned series on characters in the passion history of our Lord Jesus
have their place, these are never intended to give the impression of upstaging or
dethroning the sinless sacrificial Lamb of God from His rightful place as King of
Kings or Lord of Lords (2 Cor.10:5; Col. 1:18; Rev. 7:11-19; 19:16).

Picture for a moment a once fairly common occurrence a generation or two ago
among North American church-goers, say, with a family of two or more teenagers
returning home from a mid-week Lenten service completely bereft of any hand-held
electronic or video device and actually carrying on a conversation with one another!

One of them speaks up loudly enough for all to hear, “Tonight's service was quite
interesting about Pontius Pilate's wife, but when will we be hearing more about
Jesus?” Still in confirmation class, the youngest family member chimes in saying,
“We'll probably talk about Jesus on Good Friday; that's His day!” with no one having
the presence of mind to add, “Shouldn't every day be about Jesus?”

Sadly, our sin was so offensive to our just and holy God that its remedy demanded
nothing less than the self-giving, voluntary sacrificial death of His spotless Son for
the salvation of an otherwise hopelessly fallen world. It may be argued that some of
the finer points of Christian teaching are perhaps best left for more detailed
discussion in Bible class. 

True, true if only more worshiping believers would avail themselves of the
opportunity to engage in such God-pleasing, faith-strengthening activity. As
baptized members of the body of Christ, all of us can ill-afford not to make our
teaching and learning even more (not less) biblically and practically relevant.

As worshiping people of our Triune God, we can do far worse occasionally perhaps
than seriously to consider making greater use of the meaningful biblical content of
some of our most beloved Lenten hymns.  

As part of your Lenten home devotion, I respectfully suggest your searching out the
classic originally English passion hymn, “Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted” by Irish
Protestant poet, Thomas Kelly, by listening to a moving 5 minute 34 second closed
captioned lyric video by Hispanic pop singer, Fernando Ortega with his carefully
chosen background presentation of works of Christian art.

Another personal favorite is 17th century Lutheran Pastor Paul Gerhardt's “A Lamb
Goes Uncomplaining Forth” written during Europe's seemingly interminable “30
Years' War” between 1618 and 1648 and reminiscent of the dramatic Garden of
Gethsemane dialog between God the Father and His flawlessly obedient Son



concerning which Satan was powerless directly to intervene (cf. Heb. 10:5-6;
I'll leave it to you to look up the words in a hymnal of your choice perhaps at home
or in church to sing or pray or just read for yourself).

Finally, another personal favorite from many privileged years back in parish
ministry is the chorale, “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” (or sinless) especially
memorable from our Good Friday “tenebrae” services and brilliantly incorporated in
the opening chorus of Johann Sebastian Bach's Passion of our Lord according to St.
Matthew as a truly moving boys' children's choir choral descant.  

Blessings on your own particular personal Lenten-tide preparations for our living and
loving Triune God's promised never-ending EASTER PEACE no matter the external
circumstances!

Spread the word about Contemplate May 3-4
Act soon – registration closes April 4!

Interested in serving the church – or know someone who is? Tell them
about Contemplate, set for May 3-4 on campus. This free visitation event is for
college-age and older men and women to learn about Seminary life and the
preparation that leads to service as a pastor or deaconess. This spring, Contemplate
coincides with the Seminary’s annual Multiethnic Symposium to give participants
the opportunity to attend some of the symposium plenaries and events. Registration
for Contemplate closes April 4.

To learn more and to register - Click here

Year End Congregational Statistics
Deadline for Submission Extended

Less than 2 weeks until deadline

The LCMS Department of Rosters and Statistics sent out their annual request for the
2021 Congregational statistics. These statistics are to be filed by March 31st.
If you do not have your congregation's login information, please contact
rosters.stats@lcms.org or the LCMS Church Information Center at 888-843-5267.



Enhance your urban ministry with new online course
 'Missional Leadership in the Urban Context'

April 20 - June1

Especially appropriate for those in urban and metropolitan settings, "Missional
Leadership in the Urban Context" is designed for ordained pastors,
commissioned church workers and lay leaders, and is especially appropriate for
those in urban and metropolitan settings. Concordia Seminary is excited to
be partnering with Concordia University, Saint Paul, Minn. (CSP), for this
course.
Cities matter. For Christians today, the city presents many challenges, and yet the
diversity, density and prominence of cities means that urban ministry is an essential place
for Christians to proclaim the Gospel.

Sessions run April 20 through June 1, 2022. (The course will not meet May 4 during
the Seminary’s annual Multiethnic Symposium, themed this year "Rise and Enter
the City: The Hopeful Church in the Multiethnic City.")
Registration is $100, which includes one Continuing Education Unit (CEU) credit for
pastors. The deadline to sign up is April 4. Reserve your spot today!

For more information and to register - To register and learn more

LWML SELC District Convention

The 17th Biennial LWML SELC District Convention is being held April 30, 2022 at
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Parma, Ohio. The address is 6220 Broadview Road,
Parma, OH 44134. The registration fee is $60.00. Please send your registration fee
to Stephanie Bailey 737 Redwood Drive Canal Fulton, OH 44614.

The SELC LWML is also taking nominations for President, Vice President, Secretary,
and Treasurer. Please contact Milly Kwiatkowski at gasngomilly@att.net or by
telephone 216-398-7321.



National Youth Gathering
July 9–13, 2022, in Houston, Texas

Held every 3 years since 1980, the LCMS Youth Gathering provides thousands of youth and
adults the opportunity to come together as a community of God’s people to be encouraged in
their walk with Jesus Christ and learn about the Christian faith and their Lutheran identity. The
2022 LCMS Youth Gathering will be held in Houston, Texas and the SELC will be there. If you
would like to know more please check out www.lcmsgathering.com. If you need assistance or
have any questions about the Gathering please contact Deacon Jim Hurst at
deacon@calvaryparma.org.

It Takes a Church to Raise a Church Worker

As a laborer in God's harvest, you are uniquely positioned to help
RECRUIT, IGNITE, and EQUIP

the next generation of kingdom workers.

Concordia St. Paul humbly requests your assistance in these three ways:

1. Encourage young men and women to consider church work.

2. Urge them to explore Concordia St. Paul's Church Work Tuition Guarantee.
($0 tuition for Pre-Seminary; $6000 maximum tuition for DCE, DCO, DPM, LTC)

3. Access resources available through "Set Apart to Serve",
(LCMS Church Work Recruitment Initiative)

Click to view a video from Rev. Dr. Brian Friedrich - CSP Video

Remember, it takes a church to raise a church worker.

Thank you. May God richly bless your Lenten journey.



Vocatio retreat for high school students set for
June 25-July 2

On-campus visit helps students explore call to ministry

High school students interested in attending Concordia Seminary, St. Louis are
invited to Vocatio June 25-July 2 on campus. This free, weeklong retreat, following
the Seminary’s academic theme for the year, “Your Word is a lamp to my feet” (Ps.
119:105), provides prospective students the opportunity to explore God’s calling
and direction as they experience Seminary life.

During this retreat, participants will engage in theological conversation, hear from
Seminary professors and attend a Concordia University System college fair. Group
sessions will focus on thoughtful conversation about the Lutheran faith, aspects of
vocation and the call to pastoral or diaconal ministry. Participants also will walk
through the admissions process, learn about the St. Louis area and have some fun
and recreation.

“Vocatio is an incredible experience for the young people of our church to explore
the possibilities of a church work career, experience Seminary life and be around
likeminded peers who share their faith,” said Rev. Micah Glenn, director of
recruitment. “I’m looking forward to another great retreat this summer and excited
to see some familiar faces and meet some new ones as well!”

The deadline to register is May 27. Learn more or sign up at csl.edu/vocatio.

Vocatio is one of two visitation events for prospective students held throughout
the year that provide a preview of the Seminary’s ministerial formation experience.
Personalized visits also can be scheduled and are highly encouraged for those
considering attending the Seminary. For more information, contact the Seminary at
800-822-9545 or admit@csl.edu, or visit csl.edu/admissions.
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