Generous Living 
A Spiritual Growth Emphasis		August 14 – October 9, 2016
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Unit Overview
	Goal
	For participants to recognize the gifts and blessings God has bestowed and the blessings of giving.

	Malady
	Sin taints all aspects of life, even the gifts and blessings of God. Generous giving requires that we sacrifice ourselves to focus on Christ.

	Means
	God continually gives us His Spirit of discernment. He provides all that we need, and opens our hearts to share with others. 


[bookmark: _Toc181522002]Session 1 - Giving is Receiving
[bookmark: _Toc181522003]The Point:
A true and living faith is seen in our generosity towards others. 
Materials Needed:
· Bible
[bookmark: _Toc181522004]Key Scripture
Acts 20:28-35 | Proverbs 6:6-11, 27:23-27 | 1 Timothy 6:6-10 | Acts 2:42-47, 4:32-35


[image: greeting]Introduction 

Ask each other:
· What is the best gift that you have ever received? What made it so special or significant?

[image: MCj03972640000[1]]Dig-In

· Read Acts 20:28-35. 
Who should we watch out for?



In what ways has the world (the wolves) distorted God’s Word?



Why did Paul work so hard in Ephesus? 
· Summarize the money-management principles found in Proverbs 6:6-11 and 
27:23-27 



Read 1 Timothy 6:6-10. 
Summarize the various principles taught in this passage.

How have you seen the love of money as the root of evil affect your life? Be specific.



Do you think the solution is to despise money? Why or why not?



· Read Acts 2:42:-47 and 4:32-35. Although this was a unique period in history, what do you believe are some timeless principles from these verses that apply to all Christians, even today?



[image: MCj02995550000[1]]
Small Group Discussion

At the dinner table a little boy says, “Dad, I just had an idea. Let’s build a birdhouse tonight just for the fun of it.” Dad agrees. The little boy gets some wood from the garage, but it’s the wrong piece of wood for a birdhouse. But since they are doing this together for the fun of it, they mark the lines and use the board. Dad turns on the power saw and the boy is about to push the board across the whirling blade, when Dad calls, “Hold on a minute. This could be dangerous. Let me help you.” He puts his hand over the boy’s hand and proceeds to cut out the pieces for the birdhouse. The little boy wiggles a bit so some of the pieces do not match perfectly. If Dad wanted to build a perfect birdhouse, he could have set the boy on a stool just to watch while he built it. That would have destroyed the joy of the partnership!
They put the birdhouse together, and the boy gets out the blue and gold paint cans. He spills a few drops on the paper, but completes the paint job and looks at the new birdhouse with great admiration.
The next day the boy is really excited as he heads to school with the birdhouse. One of his classmates says, “Where did you get that neat birdhouse?” He answers proudly, “My Dad and I built it. We do things like this all the time—just for the fun of it!”
In the days ahead, think of the partnership we have as God’s children. Remember how He guides our hands and our lives and uses us to bring joy to the lives of others. God in Christ has chosen to draw a world of people back to Himself through His Son’s death on the cross. Each one of us, baptized, blessed, in the name of Christ becomes a co-worker, a trustee, in His plan. We are not slaves driven by a self-serving God, but rather we are committed partners in our heavenly Father’s desire to help people here and everywhere live a life with meaning and purpose.
We believe “the purpose of life . . . (for all of us who are baptized in the name of the triune God) . . . is to make a contribution to others in the name of Jesus Christ.”
· How do you describe your mission?



· Why do people say it is better to give than to receive? (see again Acts 20:35)



· What kind of training in money management, if any, did you parents give you, and what impact did it have?



· When in your life have your experienced a time in which giving was better than receiving?




· What can you give this week that will have a big impact?


[image: MCj02377190000[1]]Take-It Home

· Read Matthew 6:21. Your assignment this week is to be ruthlessly honest in observing your heart relationship with your treasures. This week, as you interact with money and possessions – as you make purchases, walk through stores, read magazines, watch TV, interact with peer, manage your household – ask yourself: What is going on in my heart right now? A cheerful giver loves God, and loves Him more deeply each time he gives.



· More than any almost any other area of our lives, our handling of money and possessions reveals what we believe – not what we SAY we believe, but what we really believe. What do your actual day-to-day patterns regarding money and possession indicate that you really believe?


[image: prayer 4]Prayer and Caring

Use the space below to record your groups prayers and caring needs.




[image: coffee]Group Business and Fellowship 



Session 2: Giving is an opportunity, not an obligation
The Point:
By sharing, caring, and serving we show the same love that Jesus has shown us!
Materials Needed:
· Bible
Key Scripture
Ephesians 2:8-10 | James 2:14-19


[image: greeting]Introduction 

How have you served someone (not a family member) in the past? What did that feel like? Why did you do it?

[image: MCj03972640000[1]]Dig-In

Let’s read Galatians 6:4-10. 
· What do you think Paul means by “testing his own work” in verse 4?


· Who is the one doing the testing? Why do you think Paul tells us this?


· According to verse 10, where is our primary allegiance? Whom should we serve first? (see also Matthew 6:33) 


· Does this mean that we shouldn’t concentrate our efforts in the wider world? (see Matthew 28:19)



Read Psalm 65
· King David lived with a keen awareness of the generosity of God. Make a list of blessings God lavishly gave to David and the people of Israel.



· What blessings especially stand out for you?



Read Deuteronomy 14:22-26 and 16:13-15
· Sometimes we think that God’s gifts are only “spiritual” in nature. But God is the author of enjoyment, including the enjoyment of material blessings. What does God instruct His people to do as a part of these festivals?



· In what ways do these instructions surprise you?



Read Genesis 1:26–28 and 2:15–17. 
· The Creator places people into the world as His representatives to take care of what He created. This responsibility extends to all people, whether they realize they were created by God or not. God’s purposes are universally applicable. Responsibility is rewarded whereas laxity is punished. We find a helpful summary of God’s purposes in the Ten Commandments, especially in what is called “the second table of God’s Law” (4th-10th Commandments).



Read Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16; Ephesians 6:1–4; and Romans 13:1–7. 
· The fourth Commandment reads “Honor your father and mother.” Family and government, part of the created order, are gifts of God. What responsibilities rest upon parents? Children? What is the role of the governed? The government?



[image: MCj02995550000[1]]Small Group Discussion

What a difference between our hands and the hands of God. In creation, God lavishly formed and fashioned. He created that which was good—very good. And then he opened up His hands. He gave His creation to those He created as a gift to be cared for and enjoyed. Throughout the history of God’s people, God opened His hands and generously provided them with food, drink, protection, blessing, and love. The psalmist declared, “You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing” (Ps. 145:16). The prophet Jeremiah proclaimed, “… His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness” (Lam. 3:22–23). God’s kindness and generosity are not fading. His inclination toward us is not changing. His resources are not drying up. Bound up in the very heart of God is the desire to shower his children with goodness[footnoteRef:1]. When your heart is transformed by generous grace, our hands have a way of opening up. [1:  Ortberg, John; Pederson, Laurie; Poling, Judson. Giving: Unlocking the Heart of Good Stewardship (Pursuing Spiritual Transformation) (Kindle Locations 313-320). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.
] 

· What opportunities is God providing you to give? Tell us about them?



· How do these opportunities put your outside of your normal comfort zone? Explain.






[image: MCj02377190000[1]]Take-It Home

This week, your challenge is to notice. Slow yourself. Open your eyes. Observe God’s generosity to you. Be on the lookout for the ways, large and small, that he opens His hands to you. Pay close attention to details. 
1. Notice God’s material generosity which we tend to take for granted—a warm bed, a closet full of clothes, a hot shower, a good meal. 
2. Observe the physical blessings that most of us enjoy—the ability to see, hear, walk, think. 
3. Pay attention to wholesome pleasures that bring you joy, specific answers to prayer, scenes of natural beauty that refresh you. 
4. Recognize God’s grace expressed through a loving friend or the richness of His people gathered for worship. 
One way to carry out this exercise is to literally carry a note pad or Post-it notes with you. Every time you become aware of something God has done or has given you, jot it down on a note. At the end of each day, have a central location (the refrigerator door, the back of your office door, a mirror) where you place the notes. (If you choose not to use the notes, then keep a running list.) How does this exercise change the way you view God? If the notes are on your mirror, what is it like to have a hard time seeing yourself because of all the blessings that are getting “in the way”? Do you sense any connection between the open hands of God to you and the posture of your hands toward others?[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ortberg, John; Pederson, Laurie; Poling, Judson. Giving: Unlocking the Heart of Good Stewardship (Pursuing Spiritual Transformation) (Kindle Locations 377-383). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.] 

How can I carry out the church’s mission personally? This is a critical question, because if I do not respond, who will? The church as an institution will get nothing done if its individual members do not respond to the privilege of being God’s servants . . . stewards of the Gospel! Institutions and organizations only have as much influence as the individuals who make them. Since this is true, consider the following Bible passages as part of growing and developing attitudes, gifts, and skills as God’s trustee[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Michael, Gerhard; Belasic, David S., God’s Trustee: Managing all of Life and Life’s Resources for God’s Purposes! Concordia Publishing House: 2008.] 

· My relationship with my Lord. Read and meditate on Ephesians 6:10–20; Matthew 9:35–38; 2 Thessalonians 3:1–2; and Colossians 4:2–6. What have you discovered?



· My relationship with other people. Read and meditate on Matthew 5:14–16; John 8:12; Acts 8:35 and 13:47; 1 Thessalonians 5:11 and 19–22; and 1 Corinthians 3:6–9. How is God working through you?

· My management of talents, gifts, and skills for the health of the church. Read and meditate on Romans 12:3–8; 1 Peter 4:7–11; and 1 Corinthians 12:7. Whose lives am I touching? How? What difference are you making?



· My management of God’s financial resources for the spread of the Gospel. Read and meditate on Romans 15:23–33; Philippians 4:10–19; Luke 12:32–34; 1 Corinthians 16:1–2; and 1 Timothy 6:17–19. What plan is being followed? Could it be updated? When? How?



[image: prayer 4]Prayer and Caring

Use the space below to record your groups prayers and caring needs.









[image: coffee]Group Business and Fellowship 




Session 3: Giving is a Sacrifice
The Point:
Giving of ourselves will cause us earthly “loss,” but is rewarded by eternal gains.
Materials Needed:
· Bible
Key Scripture
Psalm 106 | Romans 12 | Matthew 6:19-24


[image: greeting]Introduction 
[As the group members are gathering, spend some time-sharing your personal experiences using the questions and thoughts as a guide to get to know one another. Use these activities to break the ice and hook learners into study.]
· Have you ever “sacrificed” something? What was it? Why did you?
[image: MCj03972640000[1]]Dig-In

Read Psalm 106
The hunger for more than God has provide is not a twentieth- or twenty-first-century phenomenon. It’s as old as the garden of Eden. Unfortunately, God’s people have been anything but immune to this appetite. Psalm 106 reviews Israel’s history during the days of the Exodus from Egypt. 
· How does the theme of wanting more than we need come through in this passage? 



· What were the results? 


· When the hunger for more happens in your life, what form does it usually take? In what areas are you most vulnerable? (House? Car? Recreation? Clothing?)[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ortberg, John; Pederson, Laurie; Poling, Judson. Giving: Unlocking the Heart of Good Stewardship (Pursuing Spiritual Transformation) (Kindle Locations 523-527). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.
] 



Read Matthew 6:19-24
· Do you really think it’s impossible to serve two masters? Why? 


· In what ways have you tried to do so? Be specific. 


· Suppose you decided today to stop wanting more and to forever cease the tendency to serve money and possessions. What would you do to achieve that resolution? 


· How successful do you think willpower and effort alone would be?


Read Romans 12
When people came together to worship in the Old Testament, they offered sacrifices to express their devotion to God. They carefully selected animals and laid their hands on the animals’ heads as a symbol of identifying with the animals before the sacrifice. That’s probably what Paul has in mind when he calls us “living sacrifices.”
No longer do we offer animals because Jesus’ death has taken away the need. Instead we offer ourselves as living sacrifices because Jesus’ life and death have given us an unending supply of lave and blessings to share.
What does it mean to be a “living sacrifice?” Living in a way that honors God. One way to think about it is to consider the difference between a thermostat or a thermometer. A thermometer reflects the temperature in the room; a thermostat changes the temperature in the room. As living sacrifices we’re called to live for God over and above others instead of living for others over and above God.

· According to Paul’s words in v.1, what is our spiritual act of worship? What is our motivation?


· What does v. 2 say about the process of being transformed? Whose work is this? What is the result?


· What image does Paul use in v.4-5 to describe our relationships with other Christians? According to these verses, are we alike or different? Do we function separately or together?


· Who has gifts according to v.6? What kinds of gifts are mentioned in v.6-8?


· What kind of love does v.10 say we should have for one another? What does the second half of this verse say about the way we should live out that love?


· What three instructions are given in v.12? According to v.13, how are we to treat people in need?


· What do v.15-16 say about our relationships with one another? When are we expected to rejoice? When should we called to mourn? How are we supposed to treat people we consider “lower” than us?


· According to v.19, why aren’t we encouraged to take revenge? How do v.20-21 say we are to overcome evil?



[image: MCj02995550000[1]]Small Group Discussion

· Spiritual disciplines are practices or experiences that train you to grow into being able to do what you cannot do today. In what way do you think God intends tithing to be a spiritual discipline to help us train our hearts away from materialistic tendencies?

· Why do you believe we must be transformed by the renewing of our minds? (Rom 12:2) How is the Christian mindset different from the non-Christian mindset?



· Why does Paul tell us we shouldn’t think too highly of ourselves? (Rom 12:3) How would having a humble attitude affect the way we function as a body of believers? (Rom 12:4-5)



· How does Paul say the gifts are to be used? (Rom 12:6) What is the connection between having faith and using our gifts?




[image: MCj02377190000[1]]Take-It Home
[Reflect on the passages from scripture and how God’s Word relates to the present day, and how it may be applied to your life. Where will God have you live out the truths that you learned from this study? What will you do with what you have learned?]
It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). This phrase certainly has to be in the running for the most-quoted words-of-Jesus award. The question is, do you really believe it? It is easy to mouth agreement with this principle, to say it is true. But our actual giving patterns tell the truth about what we really believe. This week, sit down and take a look back through your financial records (checkbook, credit card statements, etc.) for the past month or two. Then answer the following questions: 
· Did anything surprise you, good or bad, as you did this review? 
· Was there any cringe factor? 

· Did you tithe? Did you actually give one-tenth of your earnings to God as soon as you received them? 



· If you didn’t actually tithe, what percentage did you give to God? Is that percentage higher or lower than last year? Than five years ago? 



· Were there any spontaneous outbursts of generosity—modest or even substantial sacrifices made for the sake of someone else? 



· Did any expenditures represent a step of faith? Now answer the question again. “Do I really believe it is more blessed to give than to receive?”



[image: prayer 4]Prayer and Caring
Use the space below to record your groups prayers and caring needs.




[image: coffee]Group Business and Fellowship 


Session 4 – Giving is multiplication not division
The Point:
God multiplies our gifts and offerings. 
Materials Needed:
· Bible
Key Scripture
2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 9:6-15


[image: greeting]Introduction 

· Do you like math? Are you good at it? If so, what do you like about math? If you are not so fond of it or good at it, what has helped you?

[image: MCj03972640000[1]]Dig-In

Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
· What promise does God attach to generous giving in verse 6?




· How should the Corinthians determine how much to give?



· List the benefits to God’s church that would accompany the Corinthian’s gift?

Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-9
· What could have made giving very difficult for the Christians in Macedonia?



· What three things make the giving of the Macedonians remarkable?



· Why were the Macedonians able to give so generously? How could the Corinthians follow their example?



· In verses 8 and 9, Paul encouraged the Corinthians to give by doing three things. First, he made it clear that he did not command them. Christian giving must be performed willingly, not under obligation. What were the next two points Paul made, both designed to foster in the Corinthians a willingness to give?



[image: MCj02995550000[1]]Small Group Discussion

· Jane wants to give. If she gives, she thinks she will have an easier time in life because God will increase her wealth. Is her attitude God pleasing?



· Why is the responsibility to give a great gift?


· A congregation has financial problems. Yet their needs are never brought to the Lord in the general prayer in the worship service on Sunday morning. What is wrong with this?

[image: MCj02377190000[1]]Take-It Home


[Reflect on the passages from scripture and how God’s Word relates to the present day, and how it may be applied to your life. Where will God have you live out the truths that you learned from this study? What will you do with what you have learned?]



[image: prayer 4]Prayer and Caring

Use the space below to record your groups prayers and caring needs.









[image: coffee]Group Business and Fellowship 




Session 5 – Giving is a journey, not a destination
The Point:
Faith is a journey. What step are you on?
Materials Needed:
· Bible
Key Scripture
1 Corinthians 13:4-13 | Malachi 3:6-18


[image: greeting]Introduction 

· Tell about one of your favorite journeys. It could be a great family vacation, or perhaps your experience training for a marathon or other sporting event. What was it like? How did you feel before, during, and after your journey?
[image: MCj03972640000[1]]Dig-In

Firstfruit giving was a concept that largely overlapped with tithing—and probably referred to the same gifts. But where tithing stressed the exact amount, the giving of firstfruits emphasized a spiritual principle: God is the Giver of the harvest. All we have is a gift from God, and we want to honor him with the first and best that we’ve received. For Israel, the first and the best of the wheat harvested, the first and best of the wool sheared, the first and best of the fruit gathered all belonged to God. The message of firstfruits was not complex: God deserves better than leftovers[footnoteRef:5]. [5:   Ortberg, John; Pederson, Laurie; Poling, Judson. Giving: Unlocking the Heart of Good Stewardship (Pursuing Spiritual Transformation) (Kindle Locations 466). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.] 

Read Malachi 3:6-18
· What great comfort comes from God’s statement “I the Lord do not change”? (verses 6–7)


· God’s wonderful statement of grace and promised blessing was quickly turned into an opportunity for another challenge by the Jews. What was their response to the Lord, and what did that show about them?


· What sin was Israel committing?


· How did the Lord plan to bring the nations to faith?


· What final complaint did the Jews levy against God? (This ushers in the conclusion.)



[image: MCj02995550000[1]]Small Group Discussion

Martin Luther compared humanity to a drunkard who falls off his horse to the right, only to get back on and fall off to the left. In the matter of money and possessions, asceticism is falling off the horse one way, materialism the other. Satan cares little which side of the horse we fall off. He cares only that we don’t stay in the saddle.[footnoteRef:6] [6:   Ortberg, John; Pederson, Laurie; Poling, Judson. Giving: Unlocking the Heart of Good Stewardship (Pursuing Spiritual Transformation) (Kindle Locations 797*799). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.] 

“What is God calling me to do?” is the key question for any believer wrestling with matters of lifestyle. With that in mind, take a few moments to review some of the specific “calls” that Jesus gave. After reading each passage, summarize the nature of the call and the lifestyle implications of each. 
· Mark 1:16–20 

· Mark 8:34–35 


· Mark 10:17–22
· Mark 10:28 


· Luke 14:33 
Based on these passages, what would you conclude any believer must do if he or she truly claims to be a Christ-follower?


Look again at Malachi chapter 3:6-18
· Do the Lord’s words in verses 10–12 still apply to God’s people today? Explain your answer.



· The Israelites were carrying out God’s requirements and mourning before him. What do you think was the state of their hearts as they did this? Is there a warning in this story for us?


[image: MCj02377190000[1]]Take-It Home
[Reflect on the passages from scripture and how God’s Word relates to the present day, and how it may be applied to your life. Where will God have you live out the truths that you learned from this study? What will you do with what you have learned?]

[image: prayer 4]Prayer and Caring

Use the space below to record your groups prayers and caring needs.

[image: coffee]Group Business and Fellowship 


Session 6 – Giving is a Response to God’s Love
The Point:
God loves you so much He gave everything, just for you.  How have you responded?
Materials Needed:
· Bible
Key Scripture
Mathew 25:14-30


[image: greeting]Introduction 

WATCH: The Birdcage – performed by the Skit Guys
Found at skitguys.com

[image: MCj03972640000[1]]Dig-In

Read Matthew 25:14-30 
Read the passage several times on your own before moving on to the questions. 
· The story begins with the claim that the servants are managers of someone else’s money. Randy Alcorn writes: “God is not just the owner of the universe in general, but the owner of me in particular. In fact, I am twice His—first by creation, and second by redemption.” 
What is your reaction to the thought that your wealth—even your body and soul—are God’s property? Does this increase or decrease your desire to use your life and resources for His cause? Why?


· The master gave each servant varying amounts of money. Although the text isn’t specific, what might the foolish servant have said about the master and His treatment of the other two servants? 



· Describe a time, if any, when someone else’s greater resources (financial or otherwise) discouraged you and perhaps felt unfair. What helped you get beyond it? (Are you beyond it?)



· How might those thoughts—if left unchecked—lead you down a path similar to the path described in verse 18?



· It’s easy to think, “What I have is too small to matter.” Or, “If I just had more I’d invest more in God’s kingdom.” But through the repeated words of the master, Jesus brings to light a key principle in this regard. What is it? (see vv. 21, 23)



[image: MCj02995550000[1]] 
Small Group Discussion
· Mark 12:41–44 is a unique illustration. When it comes to money management, it may seem like the poor widow is a poor example. Read aloud the brief story. What did she do? What would she have left to live on now? What does Jesus say? Why does He hold her up as an example to others who were listening?


Let the faithfulness of God inspire your own faithfulness! It is true: the key to our faithfulness as Jesus’ followers, trustees, discipleship is God’s faithfulness. God is trustworthy. The Bible is the account of that trust from Genesis to Revelation. The ministry of God’s Son, Jesus, is the perfect demonstration and source of all true faithfulness.
Read 2 Timothy 2:11–13. 
· It sounds like a baptismal hymn. What resounding affirmation concludes the song? How does remembering our own Baptism and God’s promises nurture our trust?



· Recall some of God’s promises from memory. Share them with the group. Tell of a Christian friend, neighbor, parent, child, or spouse who has been an example of trust in God and trustworthiness in life. What has been learned from him or her?



God’s love is not a theory. “God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8). This love is extravagant. Consider the story of the waiting father in Luke 15:11–31. This surely is extravagant love . . . given again, despite disappointment and waste! 1 John 3:16–18 ties God’s love together with our response in very practical and applicable ways. It reminds us of Jesus’ words to His trustees in Matthew 5:43–48 and in John 13:34–35.
· As a group, try to put into a few sentences or paragraphs a summary that will challenge each one of you to grow in reflecting back to God His kind of love. What does this love look like? Where does it begin? Does it start at home? How is it extended into the community? In the congregation? Among those who are “different” from us?



· Share some examples of how you have seen the love of God grow and be reflected among the members of the congregation or in the group with whom you are now meeting. Do not be shy in sharing the stories of Christ’s life-transforming love. It’s part of being a witness of great gifts from God!







[image: MCj02377190000[1]]Take-It Home

Lutheran pastor Charles Mueller, Sr., frequently says, “I never met an ex-tither!” What does that mean? What joys, satisfactions, sense of meaning have you discovered when giving generously for a cause that you know is “of God”? Can you describe the process, the feeling involved?

[image: prayer 4]Prayer and Caring

Use the space below to record your groups prayers and caring needs.






[image: coffee]Group Business and Fellowship 



Session 7 – Giving is an investment, not an expense
The Point:
God is writing a story and each of us has a part to play. When we play our part, God’s kingdom grows.
Materials Needed:
· Bible
Key Scripture
Malachi 3:6-18 | Matthew 25:14-30 | Luke 16:10-13 | 


[image: greeting]Introduction 

When in your life have you experienced great joy and reward because you invested a great deal of time an effort into it?

[image: MCj03972640000[1]]Dig-In
Read Matthew 25:14–30. 
Take a look at the basis for the evaluation of attitudes and practices of the three trustees.
· What does the master highlight at the report of the “five talents” man (v. 21)? What is said of the second trustee (v. 23)? In contrast, what does the “one talent” man admit in his report (vv. 24–28)? What causes his action?


· What helps remove the fear that can cripple one’s stewardship and replace it with a willingness to risk, to dare to do good things for our Lord’s purposes?


· The third trustee buried the money because he was afraid. What does that say about his view of the master? What is the relationship between faith and fear? 
Read Luke 16:10–13. 
· The context (vv. 1–9) indicates that the “very little” to be faithful with is money. How can we be helpful to one another in managing money for God’s purpose? What guides us in the way it is saved, spent, used, invested?


[image: MCj02995550000[1]]Small Group Discussion

· How do our decisions about money reflect that we are God’s representatives (as discussed in the previous sessions)? How might we allot His money to fulfill His purposes? How might these decisions change over the course of life with Christ?



· On U.S. currency it says, “In God we trust.” Give some illustrations of trust in daily life experiences. How is trust shown?



· Ever since the fall into sin, trusting God has not been easy for human beings. Our innate tendency is to rely on our self and do what we think is right and best. Read again 2 Corinthians 9:6–15 and identify the promises that put fear to rest and awaken faith. Share your insights with the group. How did God’s people in Corinth resist the pressures of culture and grow as faith-full stewards?



[image: MCj02377190000[1]]Take-It Home

Martin Luther, the sixteenth-century reformer, said he had only two days on his calendar: today and That Day (the day of reckoning). Your spiritual exercise is to live this week with those two days before you. Write “today” and “That Day” on cards and place them in strategic places—your calendar, your wallet, your car visor, your desk, etc. As you go about your daily routines, as you make moment-to-moment choices concerning your money and possessions, as you engage in relationships, as you expend time and energy, continually come back to the question: Am I investing today in light of That Day[footnoteRef:7]? [7:   Ortberg, John; Pederson, Laurie; Poling, Judson. Giving: Unlocking the Heart of Good Stewardship (Pursuing Spiritual Transformation) (Kindle Locations 1164-1169). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.] 


[image: prayer 4]Prayer and Caring

Use the space below to record your groups prayers and caring needs.
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Session 8 – Giving is Thanksgiving, Not a Bribe
The Point:
Christ is glorified when we share and give generously. 
Materials Needed:
· Bible
Key Scripture
Ruth 1:1-19 | Matthew 19:28-29 | 1 Corinthians 3:8-14 | Hebrews 11:24-26 | Galatians 6:7-9


[image: greeting]Introduction 

What are you most thankful for?

[image: MCj03972640000[1]]Dig-In

Read Ruth 1:1-19
· In what circumstances did the women find themselves when Naomi decided to return to Bethlehem?


· When she was returning home, Naomi urged her daughters-in-law to remain in Moab. Orpah does. Ruth, however, refuses, and she made one of the most beautiful statements of faith in Scripture. How did each partion of her statement show her faith?



· Do you sense that Naomi is a negative, cup-half-empty person? How do you view her words in verses 20–21?
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Our motivation for good stewardship should always be rooted in gratitude, coupled with the earnest desire to be found faithful. The Bible appeals to the incentive of rewards. Summarize what you learn about God and His rewards in the following passages[footnoteRef:8]:  [8:  ] 

· Matthew 19:28–29 
· 1 Corinthians 3:8–14 
· Hebrews 11:24–26 
· Galatians 6:7–9






[image: MCj02377190000[1]]Take-It Home

You might call it the “proximity factor.” It plays itself out with remarkable consistency. Hang out in a shopping mall and you’ll probably end up spending money. Spend time in a bowling alley, and sooner or later you’ll want to bowl. Sit in a bakery and you’ll likely end up eating sweets. The proximity factor is equally true when it comes to compassion. Allow yourself to see need, and eventually you’ll want to help. Maintain your distance, and you probably won’t. Your assignment this week is to get near the needy. Do something to move out of the comfort of isolation. You will have to figure out how this can work for you. Here are just a few ideas. Begin by noticing. As you read the paper or watch the news this week, pay attention to the needy and marginalized. Imagine if their circumstances became yours. Pray for them. As you’re driving to and from work, consider going through neighborhoods of a lower economic standing. Real people with real feelings live in those places. Ask God to open your heart to these people. Sign up for a day of serving in an area of need. Visit a nursing home. Help out a food pantry with a load of groceries. Stop to talk to a few street people. Ask their names. Ask them about their stories. Consider buying them a meal. Pay attention to forgotten people who you tend to “look beyond” every day. Look them in the eye and bless them with a sincere and respectful word of encouragement or act of kindness. Open your wallet. Specifically ask God to use your money and possessions. Make a gift to the crisis fund or a family that is struggling financially or sign up to provide monthly support for a third-world child in Kenya. Don’t worry about trying to make a big impact. Just do something to move closer to the needy and extend a loving hand. Then notice what happens to you in the process[footnoteRef:9]. [9:    Ortberg, John; Pederson, Laurie; Poling, Judson. Giving: Unlocking the Heart of Good Stewardship (Pursuing Spiritual Transformation) (Kindle Locations 1013-1027). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.] 
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