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The Beacon Online is the communication source for the SELC
District.

If you are a first time visitor to the Beacon Online, we invite you to subscribe by emailing the
District Office at selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please feel free to share the Beacon Online and encourage
others to subscribe. Please send your articles, announcements, news, and pictures to
selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please submit your articles in Word format and by Thursdays for inclusion
in the next Beacon Online. We look forward to sharing your submissions! A printed version of the
newsletter is available on our website at selc.lcms.org Please use the printed version from our
website to post and/or share the newsletter with others.

Call to Glory

The SELC mourns the passing of two family members in the SELC. We ask for your
prayers for both families as they mourn the passing of their loved ones.

Rev. Dr. Osmar Lehenbauer was called to glory this week in Oviedo, FL. His nephew
is Steve Lehenbauer at St. Luke's Lutheran Church in Oviedo. Rev. Lehenbauer was
a former District President in the New England District.

Rev. James Ristvedt, father of Cyndi Vinovskis, was also called to glory this week in
Nebraska. His funeral will be held on July 5th in Omaha, Nebraska.

National Youth Gathering
July 9–13, 2022

Order your t-shirts NOW

In All Things - The 2022 LCMS Youth Gathering

The Gathering is just a few weeks away and CYNC (Calvary Youth ‘N Christ) is making
final preparations for travel to Houston, Texas. We are once again excited to represent
Calvary among 20,000+ of our best friends from around the world. We are asking that you
use the following ideas adapted from materials from the LCMS Gathering page to find out



more about what‘s happening in Houston from July 9-13.

Please pray for our safe travel and a great Gathering that helps each of us grow in our
relationship with God. Please like and follow the LCMS Gathering Facebook page to keep up
with news and events and to find out more about the Mass Event livestreams. Thank you,
Calvary for all you have done and continue to do to support our youth.

Peace,
Deacon Hurst

How To Be a Part of the LCMS Youth Gathering

Pray

First and foremost, please be in prayer for your youth. Commit to praying each day for the
Gathering and your church youth group. Ask the Spirit to work mightily in them and those with
them so that they may see how Christ works In All Things.

Check LCMS Gathering Social Media
Throughout the event, social media will be updated at LCMS Youth Gathering on Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter. One of the great things about social media is that it gives you a visual of
what is going on at the Gathering. If you haven’t attended a Gathering before, the pictures and
videos on social media can help you see and hear what the event is like. This can help you
understand the event and what your group is experiencing.

Watch the Stadium Events
The Stadium Events are a highlight of The Gathering. These events are the time when the entire
Gathering gathers together under one room to praise, learn, and celebrate. These events are
opportunities to worship, spend time together as a community of believers, and grow as a
disciple of Jesus. One of the awesome features of the Stadium Events is that they are live
streamed! Watch along as we discover what it means that God is In All Things. 

T-shirts
SELC Gathering t-shirts will be available for our participants and anyone else who would like to
be wearing the latest style this summer. You can order your t-shirts at this link -
https://education-alternatives.myshopify.com/products/community-selc-district-2022

SMP Completion for Two SELC District Pastors

Two SELC District Pastors took part in Concordia Seminar's celebration of 30 Specific
Ministry Pastor (SMP) Program students and two Master of Divinity (M.Div.) students
this week for receiving new calls and vicarage assignments, and completing the SMP
Program.

“We rejoice with these SMP students, those celebrating new calls and those
completing the program,” said SMP Program Director Dr. W. Mart Thompson. “We
give thanks to our Lord for equipping and calling them into the pastoral ministry. We
share in this joy with their families and those they serve in Christ’s church!”



The SMP Program is a four-year program in which men receive theological education
in the setting in which they will continue to serve — as pastors of congregations or
in other ministries of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod — following certification,
call and ordination. Local pastor-mentors work with SMP students to provide day-to-
day guidance, encouragement and prayer.

Matthew Fitzpatrick, Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Lake Mary, FL, LCMS SELC
District pictured below on the right.

Danlias Howe, Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Lake Mary, FL, LCMS SELC District on
the left.



Short film contest opens for amateur filmmakers
Finalists to be featured at 2023 festival

Are you an aspiring filmmaker or know someone who is? Make plans now to
participate in Concordia Seminary, St. Louis’ new short film competition as
part of its annual Faith and Film Festival being held Jan. 26-28, 2023.



Amateur filmmakers at least 18 years of age are invited to submit their films to the
contest starting June 30. The submission deadline is Oct. 15 and finalists will be
notified by Dec. 15. The submission fee is $25 per entry.

Films should be based on the theme of "Faith" and run 10 minutes or less. Entries
may be of any genre or style, such as narrative, experimental, animation or
documentary.

Full competition details are available online.

Four films will be selected as finalists and will be screened during the festival. A jury
of film critics, producers, scholars and professors will select the top films based on
technique, storytelling and representation of the theme. One film festival pass will
be awarded to each of the four finalists.

Learn More

Questions? Please contact Continuing Education at 314-505-7286 or
faithandfilm@csl.edu

January 2023 Trip to the Holy Lands
Next Bible study is July 19th

The Bible study for the Holy Lands trip is open to everyone whether you are able to
go on the trip or not. July's topic is the Lower Jordan. The Bible Study will be held
on July 19th at 10 am and 9 pm Eastern time. Look for more information and the
link to participate in the next issue of the Beacon Online.

Update on President Vinovskis

President Vinovskis' recovery is moving along nicely! He had his cast removed this
week and is now in a walking boot. He is working on gradually putting more weight
on his leg over the next few weeks while he remains on his crutches. The goal is to
be walking without crutches, with the walking boot, within a month.

Thank you for your prayers and for everyone who has asked about his progress.



National PTSD Awareness Month

Because they've had so many requests, The Lutheran Foundation of Fort Wayne
added faith-based trauma resources to their website LookUpIndiana.org.
There are short videos explaining what trauma is, articles, guidebooks, a PTSD
online screening test, self-care cards for caregivers of those living with the effects of
trauma, and many other helpful materials.

If you know someone in your congregation affected by trauma, please visit their
trauma resource page first to help educate yourself, and then share some of the
resources on the page with the individual and their family to help provide care,
encouragement, and hope. Click here to access these free trauma resources.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Saint Luke' Gospel includes a number of incidents that describe people in various
kinds of turmoil and emotional distress, from Jesus' own disciples in the boat during
a storm, to a man afflicted by a thousand demons; to a woman suffering from a
chronic illness and a father grieving the death of his beloved daughter, and
more. Many of these incidents will show up during the Pentecost season as Gospel
lessons on Sundays, giving pastors plenty of opportunities to talk about mental
health issues and how Jesus meets us (as well as the people in the Gospel) with His
love and grace. You're invited to follow Pastor Chris Cahill's sermons this summer on



his Route 42 podcast here for ideas.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Pastor Cahill has a new occasional series on his Basin and Towel podcast, titled
"Cancer: Another Side of the Table." Listen to the first episode here.

SELC District Convention Shirts Available

There are a limited number of Convention shirts available to purchase. They have
the Thy Strong Word logo on them, and they do not have a date or location in the
logo. If you are interested in purchasing a shirt, please email the District office at
selc.lcms@gmail.com or call 610-965-3265 to place your order. There are both
men's and women's shirts available in limited sizes. Each shirt costs $20.00 which
will include the shipping charges. The men's shirts (Med - 3 XL) are pictured below
on the left, the women's (SM - 2XL) on the right.

SELC District Roster Change

Rev. Gary Nagy, Pastor at Resurrection in Crown Point, IN has moved to Emeritus
status. He and his wife will be moving to be closer to family in Alabama, but Pastor
Nagy is not leaving our District. He will continue to participate in the Western Circuit
meetings. His contact information will be included in the SELC District Directory that
will be updated on our website next week.

We wish Pastor and Mrs. Nagy God's blessings as they prepare for their move.



2023 Synod Convention
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin
July 29 - August 3, 2023

Plans are being finalized for the 68th Regular Convention of The Lutheran Church
—Missouri Synod, which is set for July 29–Aug. 3, 2023, in Milwaukee, Wis. Are you
ready to join us?

We’re pleased to announce that the convention theme will be “We Preach Christ
Crucified,” based on 1 Cor. 1:18–25. In a world of uncertainty, the church’s
proclamation, her mission, her identity remains the same. We preach Christ
crucified.

July 28, 2023 - Pre-Convention Floor Committee Meetings
July 29, 2023 - Floor Committee Open Hearings and Delegate Orientation
July 29, 2023 - Opening Worship
July 29 - Aug. 3, 2023 - Convention Proceedings

Read this letter from President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison for more important
information.

As we make our way toward Milwaukee in 2023, updates and information will be
available on lcms.org/convention
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