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The Beacon Online is the communication source for the SELC
District.

If you are a first time visitor to the Beacon Online, we invite you to subscribe by emailing the
District Office at selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please feel free to share the Beacon Online and encourage
others to subscribe. Please send your articles, announcements, news, and pictures to
selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please submit your articles in Word format and by Thursdays for inclusion
in the next Beacon Online. We look forward to sharing your submissions! A printed version of the
newsletter is available on our website at selc.lcms.org Please use the printed version from our
website to post and/or share the newsletter with others.

“It’s All About the Word”
Rev. Dr. Joel Elowsky

Rev. Dr. Joel Elowsky traveled to Romania to speak at a conference that included
students at the University of Cluj. The conference was sponsored by the Patristic
Center at the University. He was invited to lecture for the week on the early church
and its interpretation of Scripture. It is the largest university in Romania and has
50,000 students. Below is information he wrote about his experience.

The Center for Patristic Studies, which invited me, is a Center of the Department of
Ethics and Sacred Music. They have professors from the Orthodox, Byzantine
Catholic, Lutheran and Calvinist traditions. In the picture are some of the faculty
members, including the Dean (to Dr. Elowsky's left) and some faculty, along with
another presenter (on Dr. Elowsky's right) plus members of the class. All of the
students had at least advanced Masters' degrees and a number of them were
scholars who already had graduated with their PhDs. Those invited came from
various parts of Romania and Europe for the conference. My last lecture on Scripture
and Tradition was live streamed. It was a version of a paper I had given at the
Vatican in 2011.

After the conference, I presented them with a copy of the first volume of my
Commentary on John (ACCS), which will be the first installment of their newly
formed Patristics Library at the center.

They are currently working on a grant from the Vatican to translate the entire
Ancient Christian Commentary Series into Romanian and Hungarian and have
already begun gathering a translation team which Dr. Elowsky will likely be involved
with.



Here is a link to the website: https://www.csplca.com/2022/01/20/scoala-
de-vara-de-studii-religioase-cluj-napoca-4-8-iulie-2022/ (you can have
google translate it into English if it comes up in Romanian).

Dr. Elowsky is sixth from the left, along with the Dean of the University of Cluj (seventh from the
left) and fellow presenters, faculty, and students.





Short film contest opens for amateur filmmakers
Finalists to be featured at 2023 festival

Are you an aspiring filmmaker or know someone who is? Make plans now to
participate in Concordia Seminary, St. Louis’ new short film competition as
part of its annual Faith and Film Festival being held Jan. 26-28, 2023.

Amateur filmmakers at least 18 years of age are invited to submit their films to the
contest starting June 30. The submission deadline is Oct. 15 and finalists will be
notified by Dec. 15. The submission fee is $25 per entry.

Films should be based on the theme of "Faith" and run 10 minutes or less. Entries
may be of any genre or style, such as narrative, experimental, animation or
documentary.

Full competition details are available online.

Four films will be selected as finalists and will be screened during the festival. A jury
of film critics, producers, scholars and professors will select the top films based on
technique, storytelling and representation of the theme. One film festival pass will
be awarded to each of the four finalists.

Learn More

Questions? Please contact Continuing Education at 314-505-7286 or
faithandfilm@csl.edu



January 2023 Trip to the Holy Lands
the next Bible study is July 19th

The Bible study for the Holy Lands trip is open to everyone whether you are able to
go on the trip or not. July's topic is the Lower Jordan. The Bible Study will be held
on July 19th at 10 am and 9 pm Eastern time. Look for more information and the
link to participate in the next issue of the Beacon Online.

SELC District Convention Shirts Available

There are a limited number of Convention shirts available to purchase. They have
the Thy Strong Word logo on them, and they do not have a date or location in the
logo. If you are interested in purchasing a shirt, please email the District office at
selc.lcms@gmail.com or call 610-965-3265 to place your order. There are both
men's and women's shirts available in limited sizes. Each shirt costs $20.00 which
will include the shipping charges. The men's shirts (Med - 3 XL) are pictured below
on the left, the women's (SM - 2XL) on the right.



Thought for the Day or Coming Week
Pastor Ken Ballas, EM

Do not be surprised, baptized Christian, when biblical repentance becomes
 “up close and personal.” For these are the ways of our Triune God as by the

powerful Spirit of God we also find ourselves reconciled to one another (2 Cor. 5).
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