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The Beacon Online is the communication source for the SELC
District.

If you are a first time visitor to the Beacon Online, we invite you to subscribe by emailing the
District Office at selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please feel free to share the Beacon Online and encourage
others to subscribe. Please send your articles, announcements, news, and pictures to
selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please submit your articles in Word format and by Thursdays for inclusion
in the next Beacon Online. We look forward to sharing your submissions! A printed version of the
newsletter is available on our website at selc.lcms.org Please use the printed version from our
website to post and/or share the newsletter with others.

Upcoming Church Planting Events
How will your church be involved in church planting?

At the recent SELC Convention, a new church planting strategy was unveiled. A key
point is that “every church can plant churches.” When we all pull together, with
God’s blessings, great work can be accomplished.

How can my church be involved? In September, every SELC congregation is invited
to join one of three cohorts (groupings), that best fits how your congregation can be
involved. Each cohort will meet weekly for approximately six weeks. (Click for full
details.)

Not sure which cohort is for you? Join an online meeting on August 10, 2pm
Eastern/1pm Central, for an orientation designed to answer your questions about
which cohort(s) are the best fit for you. Mark Larson and Jacob Hoyer will be your
hosts.

Check out our church planting podcasts! This week’s highlight:

SELC Church Planting History (with Rev. Paul Hoyer): Being a district focused on
planting new churches has helped us to remain strong. Listen in as Rev. Paul Hoyer

shares his insights and a survey of recent church planting history in the SELC.
CHURCH PLANTING CALENDAR

See following page for the dates and times.



(All times are 2pm Eastern/1pm Central)

· August 10 (Wednesday)—Online Church Planting Cohort Orientation
· September 6 (Tuesday)—Developing Disciples for Sending Cohort Start
· September 7 (Wednesday)—Planning to Plant a Multiplying Church Cohort Start
· September 8 (Thursday)—Securing Your Congregational Legacy Cohort Start
· October 18 (Tuesday)—Cultivating Partners for Ethnic Missions Cohort Start

Concordia Macungie Celebrates President Vinovskis'
30th Anniversary of his Ordination

District President Vinovskis was honored for the 30th Anniversary of his ordination.
He was ordained on July 12, 1992. Concordia's Associate Pastor Ryan Schnake gifted
President Vinovskis a shepherd's staff that has his calls he has served and his
service as District President engraved on the staff. John Daniel, a member of
Concordia and an active SELC District member, gave the paschal candle base in
honor of President Vinovskis' 30 years of service to our Lord.





Short film contest opens for amateur filmmakers
Finalists to be featured at 2023 festival

Are you an aspiring filmmaker or know someone who is? Make plans now to
participate in Concordia Seminary, St. Louis’ new short film competition as
part of its annual Faith and Film Festival being held Jan. 26-28, 2023.

Amateur filmmakers at least 18 years of age are invited to submit their films to the
contest starting June 30. The submission deadline is Oct. 15 and finalists will be
notified by Dec. 15. The submission fee is $25 per entry.

Films should be based on the theme of "Faith" and run 10 minutes or less. Entries
may be of any genre or style, such as narrative, experimental, animation or
documentary.

Full competition details are available online.

Four films will be selected as finalists and will be screened during the festival. A jury
of film critics, producers, scholars and professors will select the top films based on
technique, storytelling and representation of the theme. One film festival pass will
be awarded to each of the four finalists.

Learn More

Questions? Please contact Continuing Education at 314-505-7286 or
faithandfilm@csl.edu



Central Circuit Pastors’ Family Picnic

On July 18th, the Central Circuit hosted a joint circuit picnic for pastors and their
families from the SELC, English, and Ohio Districts. We met at Buhl Park near Saints
Peter &amp; Paul, Sharon, PA. More than thirty were in attendance, including
ten pastors, one vicar, wives, and children. Our meal began with prayer from the
Small Catechism and singing “A Mighty Fortress”. May God continue to bless the
fellowship of our many brothers and families in the LCMS.

In Christ,
Rev. Curtis Stephens
St. Matthew, Norton, OH

Left to Right: Rev. Stanley Lacey; Vicar David Wenndt; Rev. Jacob Deal; Rev. Doug Spittel; Rev.
Art Baisch; Rev. Curtis Stephens; Rev. Brian Westgate; Rev. Jon Carpenter; Rev. Robert Mertz 

Bottom Center: Rev. Ken Ballas; Rev. Robert Wacker



Update on President Vinovskis

President Vinovskis is now walking with a walking boot and no crutches. He has
Physical Therapy each week and exercises to do at home. Thank you to everyone for
your prayers and well wishes!

Thought for the Day or Coming Week
Pastor Ken Ballas, EM

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis Prof. Joel Elowsky's recent Beacon article serves as a
helpful reminder that it is only the Word of God which ultimately accomplishes the
work of God in our broken and openly rebellious sinful world. 

A ready answer for those who assume there is little or no “Gospel content” in the
Old Testament is found at several points in the 55th chapter of the Book of
Isaiah. There we read: “My thoughts are not your thoughts” etc. regarding which
some may simply conclude, “Old Isaiah certainly got that right as it seems to me
next to impossible to figure God out!” A closer look at the easily overlooked
preceding context of these words of God, however, reveals this key biblical truth: “I
will abundantly pardon!” One of the biggest differences between sinful humanity
and our holy God is the seemingly irreconcilable contrast between our natural



inclination to hold grudges and our almighty and merciful God's sheer delight in
forgiving sins because of the innocently shed blood of His spotless sacrificial Son. 

Truth be told, this side of heaven we have a “track record” of obsessing on past
hurts whereas, historically, our God has the unfailing capacity to forgive
sins! Because of the abiding grace of our sinless incarnate Brother-Savior, Jesus
Christ, the Word of our Triune God does not return to Him empty but rather
stands ever ready to fulfill the saving purposes for which it was intended in our daily
lives.
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