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The Beacon Online is the communication source for the SELC
District.

If you are a first time visitor to the Beacon Online, we invite you to subscribe by emailing the
District Office at selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please feel free to share the Beacon Online and encourage
others to subscribe. Please send your articles, announcements, news, and pictures to
selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please submit your articles in Word format and by Thursdays for inclusion
in the next Beacon Online. We look forward to sharing your submissions! A printed version of the
newsletter is available on our website at selc.lcms.org Please use the printed version from our
website to post and/or share the newsletter with others.

Church Planting in the SELC

Church Planting in the SELC

At the recent SELC Convention a new church planting strategy was unveiled. A key point is that
“every church can plant churches.” When we all pull together, with God’s blessings, great work
can be accomplished.

How can my church be involved? In September, every SELC congregation is invited to join one
of three cohorts (groupings), that best fits how your congregation can be involved. Each cohort
will meet weekly for approximately six weeks. (Click for full details)

Orientation Meeting Wed., August 10

Not sure which cohort is for you? Join an online meeting on August 10, 2pm Eastern/1pm
Central, for an orientation designed to answer your questions about which cohort(s) are the best
fit for you. Mark Larson and Jacob Hoyer will be your hosts. If you have not done so yet, you can
RSVP through evite.com at http://evite.me/qe2fPMtPNg.



Check out our church planting podcasts! This week’s highlight:

What is a New Testament Church?

The purpose of SELC Church Planting is to initiate and support replicating New Testament
churches. Which begs the question: What is a New Testament church?

Listen in as Rev. Dr. Mark Larson and Rev. Jacob Hoyer share about this anchoring
purpose for the future of SELC church planting.

Click here to listen to this week's podcast!

CHURCH PLANTING CALENDAR
(All times are 2pm Eastern/1pm Central)

·        August 10 (Wednesday)—Online Church Planting Cohort Orientation

·        September 6 (Tuesday)—Developing Disciples for Sending Cohort Start
·        September 7 (Wednesday)—Planning to Plant a Multiplying Church Cohort Start
·        September 8 (Thursday)—Securing Your Congregational Legacy Cohort Start
·        October 18 (Tuesday)—Cultivating Partners for Ethnic Missions Cohort Start

Holy Land Trip Bible Study

10 am Bible Study Cancelled for August 16th

The August 16th 10 AM EST Bible Study for the January 2023 Holy Land trip is
cancelled for this month only. The 9:00PM EST Judean Wilderness study session will
be held at scheduled. The link for the 9 PM session is

https://lcef.zoom.us/j/85468841379



Contemplate visitation event set for Sept. 20-21
College-age, post-college men, women invited to attend

Interested in attending Concordia Seminary or know someone who is? Spread the word about
Contemplate, a visitation event that gives prospective students an opportunity to learn about life
at the Seminary in St. Louis. This free event for people who are college-age and older and would
like to learn more about preparation that leads to service as a pastor or deaconess will be held
Sept. 20-21.

Contemplate attendees will engage in sessions that focus on the spiritual and personal aspects
of the decision-making process of becoming a seminarian, as well as learn about the academic
programs, field education, vicarage or internship year, financial aid, housing and the enrollment
process. The event coincides with the 2022 Theological Symposium to give participants the
added bonus of attending symposium plenaries and events.

"While discerning whether to attend Seminary, a visit to our campus and experiencing Seminary
life is so important," said Director of Recruitment Rev. Micah Glenn. “It’s our hope that
Contemplate will provide that needed opportunity for participants to further discern whether
Concordia Seminary — and a call to ministry — is part of their future.”

The deadline to register is Aug. 22. Learn more or sign up at csl.edu/contemplate.

Contemplate is one of two visitation events for prospective students held throughout the year
that provide a preview of the Seminary’s ministerial formation experience. Individual visits also



can be scheduled and are highly encouraged for those considering attending the Seminary. For
more information, contact the Seminary at 800-822-9545 or admit@csl.edu, or visit
csl.edu/admissions.

Thought for the Day or Coming Week
Pastor Ken Ballas, EM

Concluding a lengthier than usual after dinner speech, beloved 20th  C,
octogenarian radio commentator, Lowell Thomas, apologized to his audience
saying,  “Forgive me for keeping you as it happens that when one is privileged to
live this long most everything he says reminds him of something else!” For good or
ill, the Creator's gift of the human mind is often much like that also in a fallen
world. St. Paul, however, reminds us baptized believing Christians that we have
been given “the mind of Christ” (1 Cor. 2:16; Phil. 2: 5ff.) with the result that we
are privileged to use our regenerated minds and bodies to thank our perfectly
obedient Savior for much that is good while also leaving the rest at the foot of His
cross!
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