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The Beacon Online is the communication source for the SELC
District.

If you are a first time visitor to the Beacon Online, we invite you to subscribe by emailing the
District Office at selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please feel free to share the Beacon Online and encourage
others to subscribe. Please send your articles, announcements, news, and pictures to
selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please submit your articles in Word format and by Thursdays for inclusion
in the next Beacon Online. We look forward to sharing your submissions! A printed version of the
newsletter is available on our website at selc.lcms.org Please use the printed version from our
website to post and/or share the newsletter with others.

Call To Glory

We mourn the passing of Rev. Noel Olse who died June 26, 2022 in Texas. He was
preceded in death by his wife Sally, in 2021. He is survived by his sons, Michael and
Andrew Olse.

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him
those who sleep in Jesus.”

1 Thess. 4:14

Holy Land Trip Bible Study

10 am Bible Study Cancelled for August 16th

The August 16th 10 AM EST Bible Study for the January 2023 Holy Land trip is
cancelled for this month only. The 9:00PM EST Judean Wilderness study session will
be held at scheduled. The link for the 9 PM session is

https://lcef.zoom.us/j/85468841379



‘Last Call’ for Nominations for the 68th Regular Convention
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

The 2023 Committee for Convention Nominations has now been fully constituted by
district conventions, but the committee continues to need nominations for the 69
influential officer, board, and commission positions to be elected by the 2023 Synod
convention. Details can be found here. Nominations may yet be submitted by:

Agencies and officers of the Synod
Congregational and individual members of the Synod
Laypersons of the congregations of the Synod

With 69 offices to be filled by the convention and less than three months of the
nominating period to go, the Secretary’s office is in receipt of nominations (including
incumbents) for only 72 ordained and 22 commissioned ministers and 49 laypersons
— not all of whom will let their names stand. (Last convention, for comparison, the
committee had 163 ordained, 45 commissioned, and 139 lay names to consider.)
Please, therefore, consider where the needs of the offices to be filled match the
giftedness of those LCMS congregation members and ordained and commissioned
ministers that you know, and submit their names for consideration.

Nominations  must  be  received  by  Oct.  29,  2022,  but  are  desired  as  soon  as
possible, given that each nomination then must be augmented with the responses of
nominees and evaluators.

The nomination process is open to every member of every Synod congregation. It is
a wonderful opportunity to gather up the great diversity of human gifts in our pews
to see how they may be put to the common good in Synod offices, boards, and
commissions.  Congregations  are  urged  to  make their  membership  aware  of  the
website above and to encourage their members to take up this task, together or
individually, with zeal.

The  nomination  form is  available  for  download at  lcms.org/convention/2023-
nomination-form. It can be downloaded, filled out electronically, and then emailed
to the Office of the Secretary at ccn@lcms.org. Electronic submission, according to



the accompanying instructions, will expedite processing. With your affirmation and
contact information on the form, including your return email address, there is no
longer a need to send a hard copy by U.S. mail.

Information on the distinct, and newly electronic, nomination process for Synod
president, first vice-president, and regional vice-presidents will be mailed to
nominating member congregations beginning in October 2022.

View Nomination Form

Register Now for Church Planting
Cohorts 

Every Church Planting Churches

In September, every SELC congregation is invited to join one of three cohorts (groupings), that
best fits how your congregation can be involved in church planting. Each cohort will meet weekly
for approximately six weeks. See calendar below for start date. (Click for full details)

Developing Disciples for Sending—For congregations to get ready to plant, discussing
and implementing strategies for discipling individuals in mission, so they can multiply to
create sustained movement in your congregation
Planning to Plant—For congregations who are about ready, examining the best practices
and common pitfalls for the initial phases of planting a new church
Securing Your Legacy—Examining the phases of the church life cycle and discussing the
current positioning of your specific congregation

Since ethnic church planting can fit in a wide variety of contexts, this cohort will be offered later
in the fall. 

Cultivating Partners—Discussing and planning best practices for establishing cross-
cultural relationships that yield ministry partnerships for ethnic church planting

Please register at our website as soon as possible. We are looking forward to partnering with
you.

Check out our church planting podcasts This week’s highlight:

Gospel-Fueled

As a part of our fresh vision for church planting in the SELC, we are saying that New
Testament churches are first and foremost “Gospel-Fueled.” On this podcast, Jacob Hoyer
and Mark Larson are joined by Rev. Jim Douthwaite to talk more about what it means for a
church to be focus on the Gospel as the fuel for ministry.

Click here to listen to this week's podcast!



CHURCH PLANTING CALENDAR
(All times are 2pm Eastern/1pm Central)

·        September 6 (Tuesday)—Developing Disciples for Sending Cohort begins
·        September 7 (Wednesday)—Planning to Plant a Multiplying Church Cohort begins
·        September 8 (Thursday)—Securing Your Congregational Legacy Cohort begins
·        October 18 (Tuesday)—Cultivating Partners for Ethnic Missions Cohort begins

SELC Roster Change

Rev. Nathan Grewe has accepted a call to Iowa District East. He was called by
Lutheran Family Services and also for a part time call to Trinity Lutheran Church in
Davenport, Iowa. We wish Pastor Grewe God's blessings as he serves his new calls.



Opening Service Aug. 26 Ushers in 184th
Academic Year

New students, installations, vicarages, internships among
celebrations 

Set for 10:30 a.m. CDT Friday, Aug. 26, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis will hold
the Opening Service for its 184th academic year in the Chapel of St. Timothy
and St. Titus. Dr. Thomas J. Egger, Seminary president, will preach on 1 Thess.
2:1-12 and introduce the new academic year theme, “Sharing the Gospel—Sharing
our Lives,” which is drawn from the eighth verse of that Scripture passage.

The service will conclude a week of orientation for the Seminary’s new students,
which includes residential and distance students in both the Ministerial Formation
and Advanced Studies departments.

Also during the service, distance students enrolled in the Specific Ministry Pastor
Program, Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology, Center for Hispanic Studies, Cross-
cultural Ministry Center and Online Deaconess Studies Program will be recognized
for their vicarage and internship assignments.

“As a new school year begins, I want to welcome our new students into our
Seminary family. I am looking forward to meeting each of you and getting to know
you personally,” said Dean of Ministerial Formation Dr. Timothy Saleska. “Through
Baptism, our Lord has graciously adopted us as His children and brought all of us
into His family. At Concordia Seminary, we celebrate this news and center our lives
in the living hope that it gives. Here, we have the blessing of growing together in
faith as we learn how to live lives faithful to our Lord and to the people who we are
called to serve. I pray that in this new year, each of our students will embrace each
day as an opportunity to grow closer to our risen Lord and Savior and to each other.”

The Seminary’s new provost and professor of Exegetical Theology, Dr. Ronald
Mudge, will be installed during the service. In addition, three new staff members
and three current professors will be installed into new positions. One visiting
professor also will be recognized.

The public is invited to attend this event and to celebrate the beginning of a new
academic year with new and returning students and their families, faculty and staff.
The service also will be live streamed.

Thought for the Day or Coming Week
Pastor Ken Ballas, EM

T or F   Biblical reference to an inordinate “love of money being the root of all evils”
in 1 Timothy 6:10 has far deeper spiritual implications than the amount of dollars
we may be carrying (or not carrying) in our purse or wallet. (Note carefully also the
following references to words of our Brother-Savior, Jesus).

T or F   You cannot serve two masters including God and mammon (money or the
things money can buy; see Matthew 6:24).

T or F   Pastors and Christian congregations should think twice before accepting



known lottery winnings as God-pleasing charitable gifts.

T or F   With “odds” of winning as high as a million to one, donors of such gifts may
reflect an equally low regard for God in their thinking or actions.     

T or F  “Where your heart is, there will your treasure be also” (Matthew 6:21).

Jesus, Priceless Treasure

1 Jesus, priceless treasure,
source of purest pleasure,
friend most sure and true:
long my heart was burning,
fainting much and yearning,

thirsting, Lord, for you.
Yours I am, O spotless Lamb,
so will I let nothing hide you,

seek no joy beside you!

4 Banish thoughts of sadness,
for the Lord of gladness,

Jesus, enters in;
though the clouds may gather,

those who love the Savior
still have peace within.

Though I bear much sorrow here,
still in you lies purest pleasure,

Jesus, priceless treasure!
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