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The Beacon Online is the communication source for the SELC
District.

If you are a first time visitor to the Beacon Online, we invite you to subscribe by emailing the
District Office at selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please feel free to share the Beacon Online and encourage
others to subscribe. Please send your articles, announcements, news, and pictures to
selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please submit your articles in Word format and by Thursdays for inclusion
in the next Beacon Online. We look forward to sharing your submissions! A printed version of the
newsletter is available on our website at selc.lcms.org Please use the printed version from our
website to post and/or share the newsletter with others.

Dr. Joel Elowsky appointed first Fuerst Professor of
Historical Theology

New endowed chair supports scholarly excellence 

The SELC District congratulates Dr. Joel Elowsky on his
appointment as the Frank and Valerie Fuerst Professor of
Historical Theology as announced by the Board of Regents for
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.

This new endowed chair position has been established to
support a high level of scholarship regarding the history of
the church and Christian theology.

Dr. Elowsky, a professor of Historical Theology and dean of
Advanced Studies, is the first occupant of the Fuerst Chair.
He will be formally installed during the Seminary’s 184th

academic year Opening Service, which is set for 10:30 a.m. CDT Friday, Aug.
26. 

Frank and Valerie Fuerst of El Dorado Hills, Calif., wholly believed in endowments as
a way to provide gifts for the future. The couple was able to plan and manage the
blessings God had given them for just that purpose, to the benefit of Concordia
Seminary and its mission to prepare future pastors, deaconesses, missionaries and
other leaders for the church.

Even after both these faithful servants were called home to be with their Savior,
their praise for God resounds in the generous legacy they left behind.



“We thank God for the Fuersts’ generosity and foresight in planning this estate gift
to Concordia Seminary. It is such an encouragement to us as we carry out our
Gospel mission,” said Dr. Thomas J. Egger, Concordia Seminary president. “This is
our first endowed faculty chair in the area of historical theology. In these days of
rapid cultural change, it is essential that future church workers be resourced with
the wisdom and perspective that comes from the study of history.”

Dr. Elowsky also serves as the director of the Center for the Study of Early Christian
Tests and coordinator of International Seminary Exchange Programs at the
Seminary. He was selected as the first Fuerst Chair because of his interest and
expertise in early church studies and the history of exegesis, and his renowned work
as an author and editor of numerous books, articles and series.

A faculty member since 2014, Elowsky has been part of the ecumenical group
Evangelicals and Catholics Together, participating in dialogues between evangelicals
and the Vatican, including delivering a paper on Scripture and Tradition at the
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity at the Vatican in 2010. He is a board
member of the China Academic Consortium and has been a member of the North
American Patristics Society and the Society of Biblical Literature. He also serves as
president of the Institute for Classical Christian Studies, and has lectured
extensively in Africa on behalf of Concordia Seminary as a researcher and lecturer
for the Center for Early African Christianity.

“Acquainting our students with their spiritual forebearers in the faith has been and
will continue to be a focus of my ministry of teaching, writing and preaching here in
the United States and abroad,” Elowsky said. “I am honored and humbled to be
named the first occupant of this endowed chair. I’m sure the Fuersts would have
agreed with this ancient Mafa proverb from Africa: ‘Even when your father is old,
you can still stand in his shade.’ My hope is that I can have a small part in helping
the next generation stand in the shade of our common fathers and mothers in the
faith. This endowment helps make this hope a reality. I thank God for the Fuerst
family and their faithful generosity in endowing this chair.”
The Fuerst Chair is one of 13 endowed professorships currently at the Seminary.

President Vinovskis visits St. John the Baptist
Lutheran Church in Emporia, Virginia

President Vinovskis visited St. John the Baptist in Emporia, Virginia last week. He
met with church leaders and with the new Interim Pastor, Rev. Dennis Rhoads who is
the Interim Pastor following the retirement of Rev. Steve Bocklage and his wife
Anna.

While at St. John's, he learned that they have a new back row! Since many often
tend to sit in the back, Pastor Rhoads has created a new back row as seen in the
photo below. President Vinovskis was pleased to see Rev. George Plvan while he
visited St. John the Baptist - see the picture on the lower right.



President Vinovskis attends installation of
Southeastern District President

King of Glory Lutheran Church, Williamsburg, VA

District President William Harmon was installed as the new Southeastern District
President on August 13, 2022 at King of Glory Lutheran Church in Williamsburg, VA.
President Harmon succeeds immediate past District President John Denninger.



From left to Right: District Presidents Derek Lecakes (Atlantic District), Jon Diefenthaler, SED
Emeritus, William Harmon, John Denninger, Waldemar Vinovskis, and Christopher Esget (Eastern

Region VP for the LCMS).

Left - Pastor Mark Hricko, St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Silver Spring, MD and son of Holy Cross
in Johnstown, PA with President Vinovskis

Right - King of Glory comfort dog, Solomon



‘Last Call’ for Nominations for the 68th Regular Convention
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

The 2023 Committee for Convention Nominations has now been fully constituted by
district conventions, but the committee continues to need nominations for the 69
influential officer, board, and commission positions to be elected by the 2023 Synod
convention. Details can be found here. Nominations may yet be submitted by:

Agencies and officers of the Synod
Congregational and individual members of the Synod
Laypersons of the congregations of the Synod



With 69 offices to be filled by the convention and less than three months of the
nominating period to go, the Secretary’s office is in receipt of nominations (including
incumbents) for only 72 ordained and 22 commissioned ministers and 49 laypersons
— not all of whom will let their names stand. (Last convention, for comparison, the
committee had 163 ordained, 45 commissioned, and 139 lay names to consider.)
Please, therefore, consider where the needs of the offices to be filled match the
giftedness of those LCMS congregation members and ordained and commissioned
ministers that you know, and submit their names for consideration.

Nominations  must  be  received  by  Oct.  29,  2022,  but  are  desired  as  soon  as
possible, given that each nomination then must be augmented with the responses of
nominees and evaluators.

The nomination process is open to every member of every Synod congregation. It is
a wonderful opportunity to gather up the great diversity of human gifts in our pews
to see how they may be put to the common good in Synod offices, boards, and
commissions.  Congregations  are  urged  to  make their  membership  aware  of  the
website above and to encourage their members to take up this task, together or
individually, with zeal.

The  nomination  form is  available  for  download at  lcms.org/convention/2023-
nomination-form. It can be downloaded, filled out electronically, and then emailed
to the Office of the Secretary at ccn@lcms.org. Electronic submission, according to
the accompanying instructions, will expedite processing. With your affirmation and
contact information on the form, including your return email address, there is no
longer a need to send a hard copy by U.S. mail.

Information on the distinct, and newly electronic, nomination process for Synod
president, first vice-president, and regional vice-presidents will be mailed to
nominating member congregations beginning in October 2022.

View Nomination Form

Register Now for Church Planting
Cohorts 

Every Church Planting Churches

In September, every SELC congregation is invited to join one of three cohorts (groupings), that
best fits how your congregation can be involved in church planting. Each cohort will meet weekly
for approximately six weeks. See calendar below for start date. (Click for full details)

Developing Disciples for Sending—For congregations to get ready to plant, discussing
and implementing strategies for discipling individuals in mission, so they can multiply to
create sustained movement in your congregation
Planning to Plant—For congregations who are about ready, examining the best practices
and common pitfalls for the initial phases of planting a new church
Securing Your Legacy—Examining the phases of the church life cycle and discussing the



current positioning of your specific congregation

Since ethnic church planting can fit in a wide variety of contexts, this cohort will be offered later
in the fall. 

Cultivating Partners—Discussing and planning best practices for establishing cross-
cultural relationships that yield ministry partnerships for ethnic church planting

Please register at our website as soon as possible. We are looking forward to partnering with
you.

Check out our church planting podcasts This week’s highlight:

Outward-Focused

On this episode, Jacob and Mark are joined by Rev. Jon Palmer, The Way Lutheran
Church Columbia, IL, to talk more about what it means for a church to be “Outward-

Focused”.

Click here to listen to this week's podcast!

CHURCH PLANTING CALENDAR
(All times are 2pm Eastern/1pm Central)

·        September 6 (Tuesday)—Developing Disciples for Sending Cohort begins
·        September 7 (Wednesday)—Planning to Plant a Multiplying Church Cohort begins
·        September 8 (Thursday)—Securing Your Congregational Legacy Cohort begins
·        October 18 (Tuesday)—Cultivating Partners for Ethnic Missions Cohort begins



Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology
Dr. Eli Prieto

I can’t believe we are already in August and soon, the school year will be upon us. I
hope you had a great summer and had the opportunity to rest and spend some time
with your family and people that you love. My summer was busy, but I enjoyed
every minute of it. Even though I did different things, I realize that one main thing
was present in all the activities I did this summer – cross-cultural experiences.

In July, I had a chance to teach in Brazil and I had students from Argentina, Chile,
Bolivia, México and, of course, from Brazil. These students were all pastors and
church planters, working in different parts of Latin America, preaching, and teaching
the Gospel in different contexts and realities. They were all excited about what the
Lord is doing in their ministries.

From August 2-5, I participated in the 7th LCMS Hispanic National Convention in
Orlando, Florida. Almost 300 people were in attendance: pastors, missionaries,
church planters, deaconesses, and lay people, representing Hispanic congregations
and mission agencies from all over the USA. During this Convention, for the first
time, we were able to use the new hymnal in Spanish – Himnario Luterano – which
helped to enhance our worship experience and praise God for all his blessings,
including the many years of service Mark Kempff has given to LCMS missions in
Latin America and in the last 14 years at Concordia Seminary, as well as serving as
the assistant to the director for the Center for Hispanic Studies. We also praise God
for Mark’s faithful work for the EIIT.

God the Holy Spirit continues to call and gather Christ’s Church from all corners of
the world. As brothers and sisters in Christ, we celebrate with our EIIT student Tika
“John” Gurung and his wife Dillu, for receiving their American citizenship this past
June here in St. Louis.

As I write this introduction to our Newsletter, I realize that in a couple of weeks, we
will be welcoming new EIIT and CHS students here at the Concordia Seminary
Campus! What exciting times for our Seminary and for our Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod. Revelation 7:9 is happening in our midst! People from different
nations and languages, baptized people of God, clothed in Christ’s righteousness,
coming together not only to worship the Lamb, but also to learn more about the
Scriptures and the Gospel, and then, proclaim it! Teach and confess that Jesus is the
Savior of the world.

I pray that my summer cross-cultural experiences and yours will continue
throughout the remaining seasons of the year.

Opening Service Aug. 26 Ushers in 184th
Academic Year

New students, installations, vicarages, internships among
celebrations 

Set for 10:30 a.m. CDT Friday, Aug. 26, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis will hold
the Opening Service for its 184th academic year in the Chapel of St. Timothy
and St. Titus. Dr. Thomas J. Egger, Seminary president, will preach on 1 Thess.



2:1-12 and introduce the new academic year theme, “Sharing the Gospel—Sharing
our Lives,” which is drawn from the eighth verse of that Scripture passage.

The service will conclude a week of orientation for the Seminary’s new students,
which includes residential and distance students in both the Ministerial Formation
and Advanced Studies departments.

Also, during the service, distance students enrolled in the Specific Ministry Pastor
Program, Ethnic Immigrant Institute of Theology, Center for Hispanic Studies, Cross-
cultural Ministry Center and Online Deaconess Studies Program will be recognized
for their vicarage and internship assignments.

“As a new school year begins, I want to welcome our new students into our
Seminary family. I am looking forward to meeting each of you and getting to know
you personally,” said Dean of Ministerial Formation Dr. Timothy Saleska. “Through
Baptism, our Lord has graciously adopted us as His children and brought all of us
into His family. At Concordia Seminary, we celebrate this news and center our lives
in the living hope that it gives. Here, we have the blessing of growing together in
faith as we learn how to live lives faithful to our Lord and to the people who we are
called to serve. I pray that in this new year, each of our students will embrace each
day as an opportunity to grow closer to our risen Lord and Savior and to each other.”

The Seminary’s new provost and professor of Exegetical Theology, Dr. Ronald
Mudge, will be installed during the service. In addition, three new staff members
and three current professors will be installed into new positions. One visiting
professor also will be recognized.

The public is invited to attend this event and to celebrate the beginning of a new
academic year with new and returning students and their families, faculty and staff.
The service also will be live streamed.

Thought for the Day or Coming Week
Pastor Ken Ballas, EM

Most people including older children are
conditioned to awaken each day with a
mental “to do” list of what they are to
accomplish at work or school (or
perhaps also look forward to enjoying
recreation after work or
school). Scripturally speaking,
concentrating only on what we feel we
are “supposed to do” is likely “living
under law” instead of the liberating
grace of our merciful and loving Triune
God. Maturing baptized believers slowly
learn that we are at our best in every
way imaginable when daily led to focus
on Christ and His cross!
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