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The Beacon Online is the communication source for the SELC
District.

If you are a first time visitor to the Beacon Online, we invite you to subscribe by emailing the
District Office at selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please feel free to share the Beacon Online and encourage
others to subscribe. Please send your articles, announcements, news, and pictures to
selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please submit your articles in Word format and by Thursdays for inclusion
in the next Beacon Online. We look forward to sharing your submissions! A printed version of the
newsletter is available on our website at selc.lcms.org Please use the printed version from our
website to post and/or share the newsletter with others.

Update on Hurricane Ian in the SELC District

We wanted to update you that our churches are doing well post Hurricane Ian. Many
had some flooding and debris to pick up. Some of the members of the congregations
in our District had significant damage. If you are interested in supporting the
Disaster Response in our District you can do so in the following ways.

Mail a check: Make your check out to the SELC District (Note: Hurricane Ian)
and send it to the SELC District Office, 2623 Brookside Road, Macungie, PA
18062
Donate by using a credit card: Call the District office and provide your credit
card information to Patti Smith who will process your gift. If she does not
answer, please leave your name and telephone number and she will call you
back.
Sign up at LCMS-LERT.org and join a trip to Fort Myers, FL to assist with
cleanup. Make sure to become a FAN of the SELC District after you sign up!

Eastern Circuit Meeting held at Ascension in
Montreal, Canada

The Eastern Circuit held its Fall meeting in Montreal, Canada at Ascension Lutheran
Church. Pictured from left to right are: Rev. Ryan Schnake, Rev. Dan Lepley, LCEF
District VP, Deaconess Emilie Stoller-Prozenko, Pres. Vinovskis, Rev. Dan Berteau,
Rev. St-Onge, and Rev. Jim Douthwaite.



Signs at Ascension Lutheran Church and Pastor Charles St-Onge leading the opening service of the
Circuit meeting.

Rev. Josh Hollmann installed at True Light Lutheran
Church in New York City

President Vinovskis preached at the installation service of Rev. Joshua Hollmann at
True Light Lutheran Church in New York City on September 25th. Pastor Hollmann
was a Vicar at St. John Lutheran Church in Cudahy, Wisconsin. He also served as a
missionary for the SELC District at Ascension Lutheran Church in Montreal, Canada.
The service was conducted in English and Chinese.



From left to right: President Vinovskis, Elisha Hollmann, Amie Hollmann, Rev. Joshua Hollman,
Rev. Derek Lecakes - Atlantic District, District President

Left: True Light Lutheran Church Right: Pastor Hollmann and Amie speaking at the reception.



Vicarage Applications are due to the SELC District Office
by February 1, 2023

Vicarage applications are due to the SELC District Office by February 1, 2023. This
is to ensure that your applications are submitted to the Synod before the deadline.
We are accepting applications. The earlier your applications are submitted is
appreciated! You can contact the District Office for directions on how to access the
required documents.

Vicarages are assigned in late April or early May and the vicarages normally start in
mid-July. Please contact the District Office with any questions.

Ethnic Church Planting Cohort
Starts Oct. 18 - Register now!

The SELC’s church planting motto is “Every church planting churches.” With God’s
help, it is within reach. Ethnic church planting is especially a mission opportunity
that is within reach for most SELC churches. God has brought the nations to
us. Certainly almost all urban and suburban congregations will have ethnic
communities nearby. Even most rural areas will also!

Join the online cohort (group) that will share insights and details about how your
church can fulfill its calling to reach these new groups with the Gospel of Christ. The
sessions, conducted by Rev. Dr. Mark Larson, begin Tuesday October 18th at 2pm
Eastern/1pm Central.

Approximately six weekly sessions will cover topics such as:
The need & opportunity
Preparing your congregation
Identifying the target population 
Raising the leader
Building the team
Developing the financial model
Launching the ministry

Click here for full details and to register.

Don’t forget to check out our church planting podcasts. 



Holy Lands Bible Study
October 18, 2022

The Bible Study for the Holy lands trip in January 2023 is open to all who would like
to participate. This month's topic is Jerusalem. The times and links for the Bible
study are below.

10:00A EST/7:00A PST Jerusalem I https://lcef.zoom.us/j/88591604363

9:00P EST/6:00P PST Jerusalem I https://lcef.zoom.us/j/84328678763

‘Last Call’ for Nominations for the 68th Regular Convention
of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

Nominations due October 29, 2022

The 2023 Committee for Convention Nominations has now been fully constituted by
district conventions, but the committee continues to need nominations for the 69
influential officer, board, and commission positions to be elected by the 2023 Synod
convention. Details can be found here. Nominations may yet be submitted by:

Agencies and officers of the Synod
Congregational and individual members of the Synod
Laypersons of the congregations of the Synod

With 69 offices to be filled by the convention and less than three months of the
nominating period to go, the Secretary’s office is in receipt of nominations (including
incumbents) for only 72 ordained and 22 commissioned ministers and 49 laypersons
— not all of whom will let their names stand. (Last convention, for comparison, the



committee had 163 ordained, 45 commissioned, and 139 lay names to consider.)
Please, therefore, consider where the needs of the offices to be filled match the
giftedness of those LCMS congregation members and ordained and commissioned
ministers that you know, and submit their names for consideration.

Nominations  must  be  received  by  Oct.  29,  2022,  but  are  desired  as  soon  as
possible, given that each nomination then must be augmented with the responses of
nominees and evaluators.

The nomination process is open to every member of every Synod congregation. It is
a wonderful opportunity to gather up the great diversity of human gifts in our pews
to see how they may be put to the common good in Synod offices, boards, and
commissions.  Congregations  are  urged  to  make their  membership  aware  of  the
website above and to encourage their members to take up this task, together or
individually, with zeal.

The  nomination  form is  available  for  download at  lcms.org/convention/2023-
nomination-form. It can be downloaded, filled out electronically, and then emailed
to the Office of the Secretary at ccn@lcms.org. Electronic submission, according to
the accompanying instructions, will expedite processing. With your affirmation and
contact information on the form, including your return email address, there is no
longer a need to send a hard copy by U.S. mail.

Information on the distinct, and newly electronic, nomination process for Synod
president, first vice-president, and regional vice-presidents will be mailed to
nominating member congregations beginning in October 2022.

View Nomination Form

2023 Life Conference Announced

We are very excited to announce the dates of the 2023 Life Conference. It will once
again be a hybrid conference. Participants will be able to come to live sessions at the
International Center in St. Louis on March 2-3, 2023, or join via live-stream. We are
seeking presentation proposals from potential speakers. you can access the Call for
Presenters at this link Call for Presenters





President Vinovskis visits Holy Cross Lutheran
Church

President Vinovskis attended Sunday services at Holy Cross Lutheran Church and
preached at the service led by Pastor Mark Ruppert who will be retiring at the end of
October.

Pictured below left is President Vinovskis with Pastor Ruppert. On the right is a
picture of Holy Cross Lutheran Church and its altar.
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