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The Beacon Online is the communication source for the SELC District
If you are a first time visitor to the Beacon Online, we invite you to subscribe by emailing the
District Office at selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please feel free to share the Beacon Online and encourage
others to subscribe. Please send your articles, announcements, news, and pictures to
selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please submit your articles in Word format and by Thursdays for inclusion
in the next Beacon Online. We look forward to sharing your submissions! A printed version of the
newsletter is available on our website at selc.lcms.org Please use the printed version from our
website to post and/or share the newsletter with others.

Lutheran Haven
Hurricane Nicole Update

Jerry Griffing, CEO

It has been a busy couple of days. The good news is, once again our prayers were answered. We
managed to get through Nicole with the same combination that we did with Ian; God’s grace, good
planning, an incredibly caring and dedicated staff and a community of caring residents. Our
support teams from Home Health, Culinary services, Operations, along with resident volunteers all
came together again to show their dedication to our mission and ministry. They unselfishly filled in
when and where they were needed and took it upon themselves to make sure every resident was
taken care of. 

As we look around and begin the post storm clean up, we all are once again reminded of how
much we have to be thankful for. We had no storm related injuries, however we did have one large
tree come down next to one of the cottages. Thankfully it did not damage the building and actually
came to rest in the best possible place it could have. Raleigh said that if we had felled it on
purpose we could not have done a better job. We also had several cottages that lost some
shingles, had a few with minor leaks and a few others with minor damage here and there. As with
any wind storm we also had a good bit of small debris from foliage littering the campus.

One of our biggest fears was the potential for flooding due to our ground being still being
saturated from Ian. I am very happy to report that we had no major flooding and no water
intrusion to speak of. I attribute most of that to God’s grace as the storm bands with the largest
amount of rain did not come our way.  That said, our operations team also did a great job of pre-
positioning and manning our water pumps and making sure the storm drains remained clear
throughout the storm.

Lastly, thank all of you for your continued prayers and support and for the opportunity to serve the
mission and ministry of the Haven.



Concordia Irvine Choir Tour
Spain & Portugal

Concordia University Irvine Choir Companion Tour
12 Days: May 9 - 20, 2023

Touring
Seville * Granada * Algarve Coast * Lisbon

Hosted by
Dr. Michael and Mrs. Kimberly Thomas
President, Concordia University Irvine

Limited Seats Remain - Click here for more
information

It is with great pleasure and excitement that I invite you, as the President of
Concordia University Irvine, to join Kim and me on a 12-day Concordia Choir
“Companions Tour” of southern Spain and Portugal from May 9-20, 2023.

Enjoy three performances of the Concordia Choir in Seville (Spain) and Faro
and Lisbon (Portugal). Additionally, you will have the opportunity to enjoy a
meal with the Concordia singers at a small local restaurant during your free
night in Granada.

During this tour of one of the most beautiful regions of Europe, we’ll explore
Seville, the jewel of Spain, including visits to Plaza de España, the Giralda bell
tower of the Seville Cathedral, Torre del Oro, and the breathtaking Royal
Alcazar. In Granada, we’ll visit Alhambra, built in 889 AD and still standing as
one of the finest monuments of Islamic architecture. We’ll cross into Portugal
by traversing the Algarve Coast, featuring enchanting fishing villages, before
entering Faro for a walking tour of the old city dating to the 13th century. We’ll
finish the tour with a three-day visit to Lisbon, the capital of Portugal. Lisbon
features world heritage sites such as St. George’s Castle, Jerónimos
Monastery, and the Sanctuary of Fátima, a Catholic shrine where the Virgin
Mary is said to have appeared.

Kim and I are excited to offer this companion tour which provides a balance
between traveling with the Concordia choir and free time to explore and
experience the delights of Spanish and Portuguese culture. We’ll travel in our
own motor coach and stay in first class/select hotels (4-4.5 star) hotels. Also
included are: roundtrip economy airline tickets from Los Angeles; daily
breakfast; seven dinners; three Concordia Choir concerts; all scheduled
sightseeing entrance fees; tips for Tour Manager, Bus Driver and Local Guides.



We look forward to having you join us on this amazing trip to southern Spain
and Portugal. It promises to be a wonderful experience for all with time to
enjoy the fellowship of old friends and new. Travel arrangements are provided
by KI Concerts, a partner of the Concordia Music department.

NOW is the time to make plans and reserve your place on this tour, as
space is limited. Don’t miss out on this opportunity to experience the history,
culture, and remarkable scenery of the Iberian Peninsula!

We’re so excited for you to join us on this tour.
Pax Domini,
Dr. Michael & Mrs. Kimberly Thomas
President, Concordia University Irvine

Learn More Here

Reservations:
Reservations may be secured upon payment of a deposit of $3,600. Additional
monthly payment of $900 is due on the 10th of November.
The Final Balance is due January 10, 2023.

Cost: $5,445 per person
includes tax, service charges, and airline fees

Tour Features: Roundtrip airfare from Los Angeles, economy class
Air taxes and surcharges at the time of booking
Professional tour manager throughout tour
Local guides with extensive knowledge of the history and culture of the
cities visited
Bus transport for activities listed in the itinerary
4 - 4.5 star accommodations, based on double occupancy
Breakfast daily and 7 dinners
All scheduled sightseeing and entrance fees
Concert organization and promotion listed in itineraries
Tips for Tour Manager, Bus Driver and Local Guides

Questions?
Please reach out to Michael Bergler at michael.bergler@cui.edu/ 949-214-3187

Click here to reserve and learn more



An informal inter-generational Bible study

“IT'S GREEK TO ME!”

A fun course on basics of New Testament Greek for lay people!
7 pm Fridays, November 11 to December 16, 2022

Unless determined otherwise, at the home of Lois and Ken Ballas,
12965 W. Linden Ln., Parma, OH, 44130 or KenLoB4455@aol.com

Based on John 3:16, these six sessions, while not designed to teach how to order a
meal in an Athenian restaurant, will introduce you to keys/tools that will unlock
deeper understanding of the written Word of God. Intended for families or
individuals of all ages, kindly sign up locally or indicate possible interest by mail or
by phoning us at 440 886-6462. If you are outside NE Ohio, we promise to find a
way to work with you also!

The St. Luke's Concert Series
Presents

The UCF Symphony Orchestra
Friday, November 18th, at 7:00 PM

"Apotheosis of the Dance"
under the direction of Rebecca

Burkhardt
This concert is free and open to the

public.

WATCH ONLINE

Click Here for Season Preview



Vicarage Applications are due to the SELC District Office by
February 1, 2023

Vicarage applications are due to the SELC District Office by February 1, 2023. This
is to ensure that your applications are submitted to the Synod before the deadline.
We are accepting applications. The earlier your applications are submitted is
appreciated! You can contact the District Office for directions on how to access the
required documents.

Vicarages are assigned in late April or early May and the vicarages normally start in
mid-July. Please contact the District Office with any questions.

Supporting Our Gospel Outreach Together

Again this year, we are asking congregations to partner with the district to
financially support our ministry together for the expansion of the Kingdom of
God. Letters were mailed a couple of week ago to each congregation requesting
your support for 2023.

How is the work of ministry of the district supported?

As you can see from the graph below, our work together is accomplished in
partnership with our SELC congregations. The vast majority (almost 90%) of district
funding comes from our congregations. In a typical year, this percentage would be
even higher since we received greater support from LCEF than normal this year. The
support of your congregation matters—and makes a difference. Thank you!

If you have not received the mailing referenced above or if you have any
questions or comments, please contact Rev. Dr. Mark Larson, Mission
Advancement Director at markclarson0341@gmail.com



“Keeping Christ in the Equation”
 A proven way to pray before taking action in making key decisions

by Pastor Ken Ballas, EM

What difference might it make if Christians would
consciously include our Lord Jesus Christ in all
their future decision making? For example, State
of Georgia voters are being asked (again) to hold
another “run-off” election for the office of US
State Senator after Thanksgiving on December 6.

What if every Christian Georgia voter would pray before casting his or her ballot,
“Dear Lord, I am thinking of voting for candidate _____. Please correct me if I am
wrong! AMEN!”

The Lord may not move your hand or arm, but He can and will guide the thoughts of
your heart as you are giving Almighty God an opportunity to become a most
welcome “third party” participant in your important decision-making process as a
citizen of this still amazingly blessed country.

What lasting effect for good might such a mindset have? What if Vladimir Putin had
been counseled to do something similar before the catastrophic Russian invasion of
Ukraine earlier this year? What difference might that have made in the lives of
countless men, women and children of all ages throughout the world? “Your will (not
mine) be done!” That was the prayer of our sinless Brother-Savior Jesus in
Gethsemane only hours before His self-giving, sacrificial death on Calvary’s cross!



“Living Lord Jesus, help the people of Your blood-bought Church to continue to do
Your saving will here on earth as it is already being purely done in Heaven! While
You may not appear to have a favorite candidate, You alone, blessed Trinity, have
revealed the only sure Way to forgiveness and eternal life!  Thank You, Jesus!”
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