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The Beacon Online is the communication source for the SELC District.
If you are a first time visitor to the Beacon Online, we invite you to subscribe by emailing the
District Office at selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please feel free to share the Beacon Online and encourage
others to subscribe. Please send your articles, announcements, news, and pictures to
selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please submit your articles in Word format and by Thursdays for inclusion
in the next Beacon Online. We look forward to sharing your submissions! A printed version of the
newsletter is available on our website at selc.lcms.org Please use the printed version from our
website to post and/or share the newsletter with others.

Rev. Gordon Naumann Installed

Rev. Gordon Naumann was installed as Pastor at St. John's in Hazleton, PA on
November 7, 2022. We welcome Pastor Naumann, his wife Marta, and their children
to the SELC District!

Pastors facing congregation (L-R): Rev.
Edward Naumann, Rev. Peter Haenftling,

President Waldemar Vinovskis, Rev.
James Douthwaite, and Rev. John

Zimmerman
Facing Altar: Rev. Gordon Naumann



Above: Back row (L-R): Rev. Peter Haenftling, Rev. John Zimmerman, Rev. James Douthwaite
Front row (L-R): Pres. Waldemar Vinovskis, Rev. Gordon Naumann, Rev. Edward Naumann

Below: Pastor Gordon Naumann and his wife Marta



SELC and Northern Illinois Districts meet
for Training led by President Vinovskis

The SELC District Circuit Visitors and
Vice Presidents joined the Northern
Illinois District in Chicago for Circuit
Visitor training in Chicago earlier this
month. President Vinovskis is one of
three members of the Clergy Call and
Roster Committee of the Council of
Presidents.

Circuit Visitors - Revs. Jim Douthwaite -
Eastern, David Haara - Southern, Curtis
Stephens - Central, and Carl Krueger -
Western.

Vice Presidents - Rev. Wally Arp and
Chris Cahill.

Left: District President Rev. Allan Buss
with President Vinovskis. Below are the
people who participated in the training
from both Districts.



“THE BEST WAY TO LIVE:
MEDITATIONS FOR A CHRIST-CENTERED LIFE”

by Pastor John Telloni
St. John, Massillon, Ohio

“This humble book of meditations is meant for a diverse group of travelers in this
world – faithful yet tired and frustrated Christians, lapsed believers who need solace
and serenity from inner shame, seekers of truth who are stymied by doubt, carefree
folks who feel somewhat guilty about their casual indifference – and yes, by all
those folks who are unwittingly trapped in a spiritual traffic jam between jubilation
and dejection within a frivolous and perilous world.” — Excerpt from Pastor Telloni’s
Preface

Looking for an appropriate gift for a loved one or friend this Christmas? Or desiring
to be strengthened in your own spiritual life? “The Best Way to Live: Meditations for
a Christ-Centered Life” is just what you need and desire.

This book will be available soon!
More information to come!

Copyright 2022 by John Telloni                   Critical Mass Books - Haymarket, VA



An informal inter-generational Bible study

“IT'S GREEK TO ME!”

A fun course on basics of New Testament Greek for lay people!
7 pm Fridays, November 11 to December 16, 2022

Unless determined otherwise, at the home of Lois and Ken Ballas,
12965 W. Linden Ln., Parma, OH, 44130 or KenLoB4455@aol.com

Based on John 3:16, these six sessions, while not designed to teach how to order a
meal in an Athenian restaurant, will introduce you to keys/tools that will unlock
deeper understanding of the written Word of God. Intended for families or
individuals of all ages, kindly sign up locally or indicate possible interest by mail or
by phoning us at 440 886-6462. If you are outside NE Ohio, we promise to find a
way to work with you also!

The St. Luke's Concert Series
Presents

The UCF Symphony Orchestra
Tonight at 7:00 PM

"Apotheosis of the Dance"
under the direction of Rebecca Burkhardt

This concert is free and open to the public.

WATCH ONLINE

Click Here for Season Preview



Divine Call

Rev. Troy Countryman accepted the call to Faith Viera in Rockledge, Florida. Once
installation information is determined, we will include it in an upcoming issue of the
Beacon Online. We welcome Pastor Countryman to the SELC District.

Installation Date Announced

The installation date for Rev. Phillip DeVries to be installed at St. John's Lutheran
Church in Cudahy, Wisconsin is January 7, 2023 at 10 am. More details will be
shared as they become available.

Vicarage Applications are due to the SELC District
Office by February 1, 2023

Vicarage applications are due to the SELC District Office by February 1, 2023. This
is to ensure that your applications are submitted to the Synod before the deadline.
We are accepting applications. The earlier your applications are submitted is
appreciated! You can contact the District Office for directions on how to access the
required documents.

Vicarages are assigned in late April or early May and the vicarages normally start in
mid-July. Please contact the District Office with any questions.

Evangelism Grants in the SELC
Apply by December 9

Our district wants each of our
congregations to be involved in
evangelism and outreach to the
communities where they live. In order to
encourage this ministry, a limited
number of one-year grants are available.
Grant request should clearly
demonstrate how the project will
connect the hearers to the Gospel of
Christ.
Up to $2,000.00 may be requested and
should be matched with an equal or
greater amount from the congregation.
The outreach grant form may be
accessed here.

For questions
please contact Pastor Mark Larson at

markclarson0341@gmail.com



Mid-November Musings
by Pastor Ken Ballas, EM

Increasingly for many Americans, Thanksgiving weekend is a busy time of family
travel, shopping, football and little more. We Christians may also regard the month
of November (including an opportunity for US national elections) as an often
confusing, mixed reminder that we are privileged citizens of not one but two
kingdoms, the kingdom of God and the kingdom of this world.

Holy Scripture cautions that we not place undue trust in human princes
(Ps.146:3). At the same time, we are urged to include in our prayers of thanksgiving
intercessions for those holding public office (1 Tim. 2:1-2). Often these roles tend to
be reversed with minimal prayer and misplaced trust. Dear Lord, as we prepare to
enter a new Christian Church Year, help us better learn how to balance our civic and
spiritual priorities. In Jesus' Name!  AMEN!
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