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The Beacon Online is the communication source for the SELC
District.

If you are a first time visitor to the Beacon Online, we invite you to subscribe by emailing the
District Office at selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please feel free to share the Beacon Online and encourage
others to subscribe. Please send your articles, announcements, news, and pictures to
selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please submit your articles in Word format and by Thursdays for inclusion
in the next Beacon Online. We look forward to sharing your submissions! A printed version of the
newsletter is available on our website at selc.lcms.org Please use the printed version from our
website to post and/or share the newsletter with others.

New Church Building at
theCross

in Mount Dora, Florida

In 2019, theCross lost its worship space that was in a strip mall where they had
been worshipping since inception in 2011 and had to move Sunday services to the
auditorium at Mount Dora High School. This meant becoming a "portable church"
and setting up and tearing down every Sunday. At the end of 2019, theCross
purchased land with the hopes of building in the coming years. But then...COVID.
The capital campaign came to a screeching halt. Attendance was down. Then to top
it off, the church went through a leadership change when Pastor Zach Zehnder took
a call to King of Kings in Omaha, NE.

BUT GOD...

God's plans were greater than anything church leadership could have imagined.
Because of COVID, theCross was presented with the opportunity to rent Lake
Receptions, the local event venue in Mount Dora, which meant leaving the portable
set-ups behind and having a new permanent location for our church. The owners of
Lake Receptions had lost most of their business in 2020, so they were motivated to
have us move in and hopeful that we could purchase the property.



The first worship services at the new venue took place on Easter Sunday in April
2021. It was an incredible day for so many reasons, one of them being Pastor Mark
Crossman's announcement that Lake Receptions would be our new church home (up
until that day people thought we were using the venue for Easter only). Then
through the help of LCEF, theCross was able to purchase Lake Receptions in May
2022, marking the first time in the church's history that it owned its own buildings.
God has blessed theCross immensely over the past two years, as we've seen an
increase in attendance, dozens of baptisms, and seen life transformation take place
for so many people. The Church building is shown below.



Above left: Pastor Jacob Baumann preaching at the service at theCross
Above right: President Vinovskis with Pastor Baumann

Below: theCross located in their new building on Mount Dora.

LWML Call for Nominations
Due February 3, 2023

The SELC LWML has several openings for Officers and they are seeking nominees.
Please submit all nominees by February 3, 2023. The nomination form can be
found below or you can contact President Milly Kwiatkowski at 216-398-7321 or by
email at gasngomilly@att.net.

We are seeking the following nominations for the following positions:

President Vice President
Secretary Servant Resources Chairman
Grants Chairman Nominating Committee
Human Care By-laws Committee Chairman
Archivist-Historian Pastoral Counselor

Nominations have been received for the following:

Public Relations Chairman - Betty Olah from Christ the King in Lodi, Ohio has
been nominated
Christian Growth Chairman - Pam Reece from the Christ the King in Lodi, Ohio
has been nominated
Mission Grants - Karen Ann Kowalczyk from St. John's Hazleton, PA has been
nominated
Pastoral Counselor - Rev. Curtis Stephens

Please submit all nominations to
Martha Moyer

8223 Avalon Road
Malvern, OH 44644





Request from the SELC District Office

If you move, change your email address, or change your telephone number, please
contact the District Office at selc.lcms@gmail.com or call us at 610-965-3265 and
press 6.

Thank you!

SELC LWML
Save the Date

Please mark your calendars for a SELC LWML meeting to be held on March 4, 2023
at Concordia Lutheran Church in Macungie, PA. More details will follow in future
issues.

Chapel of St. Timothy and St. Titus
Stained Glass Windows

Concordia Seminary St. Louis

The windows of the Chapel divide the worship space into two main areas: the nave
and the chancel and transepts. In the nave, the windows celebrate the Te Deums's
opening emphasis on the praise of God by all creation in heaven and on earth. The
transcept and chancel windows lead worshipers into the Te Deum's closing emphasis
on the ministry and work of Christ, tracing His life, death, resurrection, and
enthronement until His return to judge the living and the dead.

The First North Narthex Windows trace the praise if God through the history of His
people following the death and resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ. It begins at
the baptismal font where they are buried with Christ in Baptism and raised to the
newness of life. The spirit hovers over the baptismal waters of the New Creation,
centered in Christ. The Greek letters Chi Rho (the first Greek letters of the title
Christ) are imposed on a cross at the bottom of the window.

John is given a vision of seven angels and the seven churches in the top pane of the
window. The number seven represents wholeness although each church is
architecturally distinct. It captures the unity in diversity among God's people
throughout the world as John sees how God's promise that Abraham would be a
blessing for all nations is fulfilled in Christ.





District Financial Support
It’s not too late to add your support!

To date, twenty-six (26) of the 53 SELC district congregations have indicated their
planned financial support for the District.

These pledges total 82% of the offerings budgeted from congregations for last
year.

The sum of these pledges from these congregations is $16,000 more than last
year, 4 percent increase.

A sincere thank you to these congregations!

We look forward to responses from our remaining congregations. As your
congregation completes its budgeting process, don’t forget to indicate your financial
support for the work of the SELC District for this year. You can simply indicate the
annual amount that is planned and email it to Rev. Dr. Mark Larson,
https://markclarson0341@gmail.com.

We value the support that we receive from our congregations and sincerely thank
you for generosity as we partner together to strengthen the proclamation of the
Gospel in our country and throughout the world.

St. Luke's Lutheran Church and School
Celebrates Staff Anniversaries

The annual kick off to National Lutheran Schools week at St. Luke's Lutheran Church
and School in Oviedo FL includes those who are celebrating anniversaries. This year,
eight called workers (170 years of experience) and eleven other teachers and staff
(170 years) were recognized.

We thank the Lord for: Rev. Dr. Wally Arp (35), Rev. Brian Roberts (35), Karen Blank
(25), Rev. Dr. Tige Culbertson (20), Jennifer Follett (20), Pam Bailey (15), Rachel
Benson (10), DCE Megan Skelton (10), and Robbie Rishell (20), Rick Ruedlinger
(20), Rim Thol (20), Kelly Weeks (20), John Allen (15), Suzanne Hakimipour (15),
Kim Mason (15), Sarah Wilbanks (15), Stephanie Allen (10), Karines Nieves-Rosado
(10), Keisha Reynolds (10).

Staff and children participate in worship with singing and handbells and a tour of the
school facilities is a highlight for members.





Vicarage Applications
and

Call documents for Seminary Graduates
are due to the SELC District Office by February 1, 2023

Vicarage applications are due to the SELC District Office by February 1, 2023. This
is to ensure that your applications are submitted to the Synod before the deadline.
We are accepting applications. The earlier your applications are submitted is
appreciated! You can contact the District Office for directions on how to access the
required documents.

Vicarages are assigned in late April or early May and the vicarages normally start in
mid-July. Please contact the District Office with any questions.

If you are interested in calling a Seminary Graduate, please contact Patti Smith at
the District Office for more information.



A Possibly Forgotten Minor
Festival?

 by Pastor Ken Ballas, EM

What makes for a successfully happy church in today’s deeply troubled world? Holy
Scripture supplies a number of prayerful considerations regarding this ever-timely
question.

Is the God of the Bible interested in us as individuals?  Indeed He is!  Scripture also
clearly teaches, however, that no individual is more important than the body of
Christ as a whole of which He alone remains the loving Head. Christ didn’t visit this
otherwise woefully fallen world that first Christmas to redeem a bunch of
disconnected, self-centered individuals -- like plucking colorful juicy carrots out of
a garden one at a time -- but rather to found one holy blood-bought apostolic
catholic or universal Church (see Ephesians 1:22f. and that entire magnificent
letter).

We also read in 2 Corinthians 5 that our sinless Brother-Savior Jesus Christ died for
all that those of us who are still alive not merely that we live for our own interests
but for Him who innocently died for them and rose again. These words of the one-
time persecutor of the Church (January 25 marks the Christian Church’s calendar
observance of the Conversion of Saul of Tarsus or St. Paul ) are intended to comfort
and challenge us both as individuals and as a blood-bought family of
believers (Acts 9 and parallels; 1 Tim. 1:12-17). 

Incredible as it may seem at times, as baptized believing Christians this side of
heaven, we have been empowered to make faithful and fruitful use of the written
and preached Word of God and Scripture-based Sacraments in order that, next to
trusting God, we mutually and lovingly learn to trust and live in joy-filled
harmonious fellowship with one another!

Immediately before the great “NT love chapter” (1 Corinthians 13), St. Paul speaks
of the importance of worshiping and being in the Word together. His Spiritually
beloved, variously gifted, well-oiled body of believers work together “for the
common good” (1 Cor. 12:7ff.). Even though all different, all are needed members
of that one body who at times also hurt and hopefully learn to suffer with one
another until that Day when there will be no more weeping, pain, sin or death (Rev.
21:4).

While more could be said, let this suffice for now. God continue to bless us
everyone!
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