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Rev. Jon Palmer Installed at The Way in
Columbia, IL

Rev. Jon Palmer was installed as the Pastor at The Way in Columbia, IL by President
Wally Vinovskis on February 5, 2023. The Way is a SELC mission church and is the
newest church in our District. The installation was followed by a reception in
between the Sunday services. Below are pictures from Pastor Palmer's installation
service.



Below left: Pastor Palmer at the reception following his installation service
Below right: The Palmer Family with President Vinovskis



A Message from Pastor Donald Hayas

Pastor Don Hayas expresses his gratitude for the visits of various friends and
pastors, and especially for ministry of the several Central Circuit pastors and other
members of his faith family, who gathered in his assisted-living apartment on
February 4 for a hymn-sing, some worship, and Holy Communion. We read
Scriptures of hope and reassurance, and sang hymns like "I Know that My Redeemer
Lives" as we celebrated the presence of Jesus among us and especially in Pastor
Hayas' life and ministry.

Pastor John Telloni rededicated his hymn "We Look Ahead with Wonder" to Pastor
Hayas, who blessed us with Saint Paul's words from Romans 15: "May the God of
hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit."

WE LOOK AHEAD WITH WONDER

1. We look ahead with wonder
To brand new heavens and earth,

The home of soul perfection,
The land of our last birth.

God gave us His sure promise;
We hear and grant our trust.
The day is surely dawning

When glory grows from dust.

2. The saintly throng all glorious
Braved suffering and abuse.

Their robes are cleansed and hallowed,
Their sins and guilt now loose.

Robes whiter than the snowcaps
By Jesus’ precious blood,

They serve Him in His temple,
A rapturous, heav’nly flood!

3. O Lord, You are my refuge,
I will not bear disgrace.

Your grace is source and reason
For Your saving embrace!

Your Name is my strong Fortress,
Oh, lead me as my Guide.

Your hands have gripped my spirit,
My Savior and My Pride!

4. Oh, show me, Lord, the ending.
The number of my days.

I know the life You gave me
Is sweet but fleeting praise.

The days that rise sigh faintly;
The span of years a breath.

Each fashioned person changes
From life to lonely death.



5. But, Lord, is there a vision?
Hope rests in You alone.

Save me from my transgressions
From Your grand heav’nly throne!

Do not let foes oppress me
Nor scorn Your love and power.

Oh, hear my cry for mercy,
My pleas in this sad hour.

6. Praise to the mighty Father!
Praise to His holy Son

Who shed His blood on Cal’vry
And our salvation won!
Praise to the Holy Spirit

Who brings us God’s good word
Of pardon, hope and heaven
That keeps our hearts astir!

(TEXT: John L. Telloni, Copyright @ 2002, based on 2 Peter 3:13; Ps. 39:4-5, 7-8, 12a. Tune:
Aurelia [The Church’s One Foundation, LSB 644])

theCross in Mount Dora, Florida supports
4th Trimester

theCross in Mount Dora, Florida had a capital campaign. Before the congregation
used any of these funds for the church, they presented a gift to the 4th Trimester
program. This is a Christian, volunteer run organization that offers a live-in program
for up to 2 years for single Moms and their children.

Galatians 6:2 tells us to “Bear one another’s burdens”. How we respond to that
directive is important. In today’s society, the children of a mother who is in a
desperate situation are some of the most vulnerable members of our society.
Besides knowing Jesus as their Savior, their practical needs can overwhelm their
ability to cope with being a parent. We as a church can and should be a pathway to
a stronger more stable home.

Most damaged mothers are consumed by day-to-day survival and are not open to
understanding what makes a full and abundant life. We as a church can help support
their day-to-day needs, provide a safe group home to share with moms in the same
program, and give them an opportunity to grow, learn and set them up for success.
Most importantly, they will be able to see the love of the people around them and
experience the love of Christ.

4th Trimester's goal in the ministry is to offer them the tools, with love, care and
guidance, so they can put in the work to put their lives in order. They intend to help
them achieve financial security through vocational education, financial counseling,
emotional counseling, and the responsibility of being a parent. This is a two-year
program that is designed to overcome a long pattern of dysfunction that has
probably been generational.

Their volunteers have a heart for the Lord and a desire to see change one mother at
a time. Numerous local churches are involved in this mission, and as the ministry
grows to serve more desperate single moms, we anticipate that churches,



businesses and individuals will continue to join the cause to give these moms and
children a hand up. As they see the results in the lives of the mothers, they will see
a generational change in the children.

Below you can see theCross and Pastor Baumann presenting a check for $50,000 in
support of the 4th Trimester program.

Your Mission Dollars to be put to Work in 2023

The District Board of Directors met January 30-31. A key agenda item for this
meeting was the final development and approval of our Work Plan (budget) for
2023. The board adopted a forward-leaning budget to strengthen the ministry of our
district, especially in regard to missions and church planting.
Highlights of the work plan includes:

Funding to start up to three church plants! (Watch for more details in the
future.)
Support for church planter training.
Ten percent increase to our India Mission.
Maintaining our contribution to national Synod at about 20% of 2023 offerings

plus District support to both seminaries.
Modest stipend increases for our staff, who are all part-time.

The district budget increased from approximately $600,000 to $750,000. The source
of the income is:

A small increase in support from district congregations. Eighty-four percent
(84%) of these offerings are pledged by 28 of 53 congregations.
LCEF grants for the current year and release of the previous grant funds as
planned
Utilization of budget surplus from 2022.

If your congregation has not yet indicated your financial support for 2023, it’s not
too late! Please send it to Rev. Dr. Mark Larson at markclarson0341@gmail.com.



Register for Vocatio, June 24-July 1
For high school students considering a church

work career

Vocatio is a free, faith-filled and fun opportunity for high school students entering
grades ninth through 12th to explore God’s calling and direction for them. During
this weeklong retreat, students will be encouraged in their faith and the calling for
their lives through many Seminary experiences including worship and devotions,
sessions with professors, and some fun and recreation!

Share this email with a student you know who might be considering becoming a pastor or
deaconess! Click here to learn more about Concordia Seminary.
The deadline to register is May 27. Interested participants can learn more and sign up below. 

Register here!

LWML Monthly Bible Study Sessions

LWML would like to invite all ladies of our congregations to our Bible Study March
16th month at 10:30 am EST, 9:30 am CST. If you are a member of a SELC LCMS
Church, you are a member of the LWML and we would love to have you join us.
Christ the King Lodi will host the Bible Study in person at 8080 Lafayette Road,
Lodi, OH and via Zoom for those too far away to drive. We will have a “Social Time”
to get to know one another followed by the Lutheran Women’s Quarterly Bible
Study. We will use the Winter magazine, “Covered by God’s Grace” for this one
followed by the Spring Magazine Bible studies. If you need, you can make extra



copies for your ladies. A link will be sent out to our contacts at each location; if you
would like to be included in this meeting, please send us your information at
ctklutheranlodi@gmail.com.

We had women from 6 churches including Christ the King join us in our first Bible
Study, including 2 bible study groups and we have decided to meet on the
3rd Thursday of each month, we hope you can join us in the future!

If you work during the day and would like an option of an evening or weekend Bible
Study, please email us at ctklutheranlodi@gmail.com

SELC LWML
Save the Date

Please note date change

Please mark your calendars for a SELC LWML meeting to be held on March 11,
2023 at Concordia Lutheran Church in Macungie, PA. More details will follow in
future issues.

Chapel of St. Timothy and St. Titus
Stained Glass Windows

Concordia Seminary St. Louis

The final window for this series on the stained glass windows of the Chapel of St.
Timothy and St. Titus is the Feast of All Nations window.

At the bottom of the window, the Tree of Life, hearkening back to the stump of
Jesse, emerges from the baptismal waters and brings forth wheat and grapes. It
forms the eucharistic table where the disciples from all nations gather without any
barriers to prevent the faithful from communing with Jesus in this world or the world
to come.

The four evangelists, Matthew the angel, Mark the lion, Luke the ox, and John the
eagle bring the proclamation of the Gospels to the ends of the earth. There is a
transparent cross in the center of the earth revealing the living grace of God and
reminds the faithful of the presence of Christ in the world always.

The River of Life flows through this window calling God's people to celebrate now in
hope of the New Creation. The anticipation is seen in the eagle who looks to the
return of Jesus Christ and the robes whose colors begin to change to jewel tones
showing that all who gather around the eucharistic table participate in a foretaste of
the feast to come.





This Sin-Sick World's Greatest Lover
(Hymnic Thoughts prior to Valentine's Day and Beyond)

(to be sung and/or read aloud devotionally)
by Pastor Ken Ballas, EM

“God Loved the World So That He Gave”
(Hymn 571, LSB)

(Also see John 3:16; Romans 8:32)

“Jesus Loves Me” (Hymn 588, LSB)

“When I Behold Jesus Christ”
 (Hymn 542, LSB Ethiopian Mekane Yesus)

“Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” 
(Hymn 708, LSB stanza 2 spoken)

“What Wondrous Love Is This?”
(Hymn 543, LSB)

(cf. Hymn 940, LSB st. 3)

“Christ Is Arisen! Glorious Word”
(Hymn 488, LSB )

(In line 2 substitute “are we to God” for “is God, my Lord”?)
(cf. 2 Cor. 5:19)

“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow!”
(Hymn 805, LSB)
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