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The Beacon Online is the communication source for the SELC
District.

If you are a first time visitor to the Beacon Online, we invite you to subscribe by emailing the
District Office at selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please feel free to share the Beacon Online and encourage
others to subscribe. Please send your articles, announcements, news, and pictures to
selc.lcms@gmail.com. Please submit your articles in Word format and by Thursdays for inclusion
in the next Beacon Online. We look forward to sharing your submissions! A printed version of the
newsletter is available on our website at selc.lcms.org Please use the printed version from our
website to post and/or share the newsletter with others.

Pastor Tige Culbertson
Installed as Senior Pastor at
St. Luke's Lutheran Church

St. Luke's Lutheran Church in Oviedo, FL celebrated the installation of Rev. Dr. Tige
Culbertson as Senior Pastor on Sunday, March 5, 2023.  The Rev. Waldemar
Vinovskis, President of the SELC District, was present to install Pastor Tige. Rev. Dr.
Wally Arp reminded Pastor Culbertson in his message that bringing people to the
cross is always the primary task of any pastor.  View installation worship
services.

The worship service was followed by a luncheon to celebrate St. Luke's new Senior
Pastor. Pastor Tige’s father and in-laws were able to join everyone at St. Luke's for
the day. The process of transition a year ago when Pastor Arp announced his
intention to step down from the role of Senior Pastor. Pastor Arp is continuing to
serve in the role of Pastor at St. Luke's.



The two photos above show the installation service. Top photo left to right: Pastor Culbertson,
Pastor Shick, President Vinovskis, and Pastor Arp. Bottom photo above: President Vinovskis
installing Pastor Culbertson.



From left to right: Rev. Dr. Wally Arp, Rev. Dr.
Tige Culbertson, District President Wally
Vinovskis

From left to right: President Vinovskis, Pastor
Culbertson, Pastor Shick, and Pastor Arp

Please register to vote for the
Synod President and Officers Today

Deadline is March 19, 2023

President Voter Registration Closes MARCH 19, 2023

The LCMS deadline to vote for the Synod President is approaching. If you did not
receive your specific information to log in, please contact the LCMS Office of the
Secretary at (314)996-1417 or lcmspresidentvote@lcms.org.

Please do not wait until the last minute to log in with your User Name and Password
in case you run into problems and end up missing your opportunity to vote. Please
make sure you register now so when you are ready to vote before March 19th you
are all set!

Congregations that do not have their October president voter registration letter
mailed in late October, should, if your congregation/parish did not receive the
October letter, contact the LCMS Office of the Secretary at (314)996-1417 or
lcmspresidentvote@lcms.org.



New SELC District Church
Plant Launches March 26,

10:30am

Resurrection Church
@ Holy Cross Lutheran Academy,

100 Aero Ln. Sanford, FL

We praise God for the launch of a new church in Sanford, FL, sponsored by Holy
Cross, Lake Mary, FL. This new worshipping community will be a satellite of Holy
Cross, located at their school campus. Pastor Chris Johnson is taking the lead to
gather young families around the Gospel of Christ, “connecting the unconnected to
Christ.”

Please pray for the launch of this ministry in your personal and congregational
prayers.

LWML Monthly Bible Study Sessions
Thursday, March 16, 2023

LWML would like to invite all ladies of our congregations to our Bible Study March
16th month at 10:30 am EST, 9:30 am CST. If you are a member of a SELC LCMS
Church, you are a member of the LWML and we would love to have you join us.
Christ the King Lodi will host the Bible Study in person at 8080 Lafayette Road,
Lodi, OH and via Zoom for those too far away to drive. We will have a “Social Time”
to get to know one another followed by the Lutheran Women’s Quarterly Bible
Study. We will use the Winter magazine, “Covered by God’s Grace” for this one
followed by the Spring Magazine Bible studies. If you need, you can make extra
copies for your ladies. A link will be sent out to our contacts at each location; if you
would like to be included in this meeting, please send us your information at
ctklutheranlodi@gmail.com.

We had women from 6 churches including Christ the King join us in our first Bible
Study, including 2 bible study groups and we have decided to meet on the
3rd Thursday of each month, we hope you can join us in the future!

If you work during the day and would like an option of an evening or weekend Bible
Study, please email us at ctklutheranlodi@gmail.com

Registration opens for fall online Greek course
Renowned Greek scholar Voelz to teach

Registration is now open for Online Greek: Part I for the fall semester of



Concordia Seminary, St. Louis’ 2023-24 academic year. The registration fee is
$1,200, and the deadline to register is Aug. 4. The class size is limited to 15
students.

The course is designed to serve three groups of prospective students: those who
have completed the Specific Ministry Pastor (SMP) Program and are continuing with
the Specific Ministry Pastor to General Pastor Certification (SMP-GPC) Program, and
those who have applied for the Master of Divinity (M.Div.) or for the Residential
Alternate Route (RAR) programs. The course prepares these students to take the
Entry Level Competency Exam (ELCE) in Greek, an entrance requirement. 

If space is available in the course after SMP-GPC, M.Div. and RAR students have
enrolled, anyone wishing to learn Greek also may register. The course has no
prerequisites and is not for credit, but a solid understanding of English grammar is
essential to success.

The course will be taught by Dr. James W. Voelz, the Dr. Jack Dean Kingsbury Professor of
New Testament Theology. This is his ninth time teaching the online Greek course. Voelz is a
preeminent Greek scholar who has taught the language for more than 45 years. He is the author
of What Does This Mean? Principles of Biblical Interpretation in the Post-Modern
World, Fundamental Greek Grammar, and Mark 1:1–8:26 and Mark 8:27–16:8 in the
Concordia Commentary series.

“I am happy to say that, in recent years, more and more of the students for this
online experience are SMP pastors who want to move toward General Pastor
Certification, and it seems to work extremely well for them,” said Voelz. “While no
credit is given, the course provides a full Greek experience, so that the pass rate of
students taking an Entry Level Competency Examination is quite remarkable. This
success applies to all who continue with the sessions until the middle of May,
whether they are SMP pastors, applicants to a seminary M.Div. program, or simply
interested lay men or women.”

The schedule for the course consists of live online tutoring sessions from 3-5 p.m.
(CT) on Thursdays. The first class is slated for Aug. 31. Students should plan to
commit eight hours of study each week for the course. Registration for Part II, which
will be taught during the spring semester, will be available in October.

Students are required to use the following textbooks:

Fundamental Greek Grammar, 4th Revised Edition (Concordia Publishing House,
2019)
Novum Testamentum Graece, 28th Edition (German Bible Society, 2012)

In addition to the online course, residential Greek courses are offered in the summer term and
fall semester. RAR students are encouraged to enroll in either the summer residential course or
the fall online course because they are ineligible to take the fall residential course.

For more information about the Seminary’s Greek courses, contact Rev. Tom Schlund,
admissions officer, at 314-505-7221 or schlundt@csl.edu. To request an application, contact
Gina Matzenbacher, administrative assistant in the Registrar’s office, at 314-505-7107 or
matzenbacherg@csl.edu.



SELC LWML Meeting Rescheduled

LWML Meeting
May 6, 2023

Concordia Lutheran Church
2623 Brookside Road Macungie, PA 18062

Please mark your calendars for a SELC LWML meeting to be held on March 11, 2023
at Concordia Lutheran Church in Macungie, PA. The meeting will be held from
10 AM - 2 PM. You are encouraged to attend and help to plan the future of the LWML
in the SELC. There is a $5.00 registration fee. Please RSVP to Milly at
gasngomilly@att.net by April 27, 2023

Meeting Schedule

10:00 AM       Welcome, Introductions, and Opening Devotion
10:30 AM  The LWML in the SELC – Where we have been, where we are, and
where can we go?

Our role
New ideas/projects
Future meetings
Action plan for 2023 and beyond

12:00 PM  Lunch and presentation from Emmaus food bank - we will be
collecting items for the food bank. A list of what they need will be sent when you
register

1:00    Bible Study
2:00    Meeting concludes



“Godly Giddiness for Jesus"
Biblical teaching all too seldom pondered?

by Pastor Ken Ballas, EM

“God loves a hilariously (St. Paul's Greek) cheerful giver!” Our Heavenly Father
graciously does so in part because in Christ we didn't resist the Holy Spirit's
powerful promptings to become recipients of His extraordinary generosity (2 Cor.
8:9; 9:7-15). Even for God, one doesn't become a cheerful giver apart from having
cheerful receivers!

A possible sports analogy comes to mind regarding biblical core teaching that our
Triune God in Christ came to save sinners who were wholly incapable of saving
them- selves. The best football quarterback in the world remains powerless without
receivers with whom to relate with a view to “moving the ball” over the opponent's
goal line. 

We have in Jesus the world's best Quarterback, Servant-Leader and “Paracletic
Player-Coach” who would sacrificially go to any length to help us win the game. One
who innocently spilled His life-blood on His chosen goal-post of Calvary's Cross. Yet
the crowd (and certain self-chosen teammates) seemingly only clamored for more!

Foolishly believing “spiritually fumbling, stumbling off-side penalty-deservers” could
get the ball over the goal line or win the game on their own instead of obediently
listening to the voice of our supremely Good Shepherd who alone had the
credentials giving Him every right to assert, “I AM THE WAY AND THE TRUTH AND
THE LIFE; NO ONE COMES TO THE FATHER EXCEPT THROUGH ME!” (John 14:6)

Fellow believers, it is our prayer that we all become increasingly comfortable with
this seemingly oxymoronic title of this piece reminiscent of the Old Testament
principles of sowing and reaping and our merciful covenant God's physical and, to be
sure, spiritual provision not only during seed-time and harvest but also with regard
to daily forgiveness as seen the 4th and 5th petitions of our Lord's Prayer (cf.
Genesis 8:20-22; Psalm 4:7f.; Isaiah 55:7).

Recalling that Sundays in Lent never were intended to be part of Lent and that the
spotless Lamb who was innocently slain has already also begun His reign, we
remain,

With you, in Lenten-Easter Joy and a growing “godly giddiness for Jesus,”

Pastor Ken (and Lois) Ballas
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