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Lutheran Haven Resident, Carl Roth
Makes National News!

It was a full-circle moment for Carl Roth on his 108th
birthday watching history being made with the launch of

“Artemis 2” recalling his history with NASA!

What a celebration at Lutheran Haven for
Carl Roth on his 108th birthday -
particularly as we also celebrated the
launch of the “Artemis 2” Mission to
space on the same day! While Carl was in
the military, he worked for the Naval
Research Laboratory on satellite
development and later went on to work
at NASA during the 1960’s with the
Apollo Space Program. He managed the
ground station which monitors all aspects
of what it takes for successful launches.
He continually communicated critical data
from Telemetry to Mission Control toward
the safety of many missions in space –
including the 1969 history-making Apollo
11 mission where Astronaut Neil
Armstrong landed on the moon!

As we celebrated with him, several local
news media covered his story and his
many contributions to our space



program. His story also aired on ABC
news nationally and was even posted on
Instagram! As Carl was being
interviewed, he wore his Apollo 11 ball
cap and a T-shirt that read: “108 looks
GOOD on you!” He was asked by one of
the reporters what it felt like to be 108
and in his usual humorous and humble
style, Carl remarked, “Not much different
than at 107!”

Click here to watch the news story.

Click here for a story on Instagram.

What a gift it was for everyone to not only celebrate this remarkable man who was
surrounded by family and friends, but Carl also reminded us that it’s been more than
50 years since we’ve sent astronauts on a mission to the moon. What a blessing for all
of us to witness this full-circle moment, not only for him but for our nation as well as
we anticipated the launch back to the moon that evening.

Carl, whose work helped put astronauts on the moon is a man who dedicated decades
of his life to the safety of space flight. He spoke so eloquently of the technological
developments that we enjoy today often came out of our missions to space. Carl was a
part of the team that made communicating with astronauts possible. When Neil
Armstrong famously said, “One step for man, one giant leap for mankind,” Carl said, “I
didn’t really feel the impact of that at the time because I was more concerned with
making sure the equipment was working right!”

With the “Artemis 2” program, Carl’s life comes full circle at the remarkable age of 108
as humanity once again aims to return to the moon. “They are building Artemis to land



on Mars,” Carl said with a laugh, “but I don’t want to go to Mars because if I go, I’ll
never come back.” As we celebrated this sweet man, what did come back were his
memories of the Apollo 11 mission and the joy of being surrounded by family and
friends at the Haven.

Carl continues to live independently at the Landings of Lutheran Haven and has since
2019. He states, “I appreciate my handicap-accessible apartment, a wonderful medical
clinic down the hall, a kind, knowledgeable and helpful staff, and wonderful friends.”
Carl fully supports the “aging in place” philosophy. He loves his unique living style as a
centenarian for eight years! His secret to longevity? Carl says, “Faith, Friends and
Food.”

Thank you, Carl, what a treasure you are and happy 108th birthday! We are so glad
you are a part of the Haven family. One reporter remarked about the “cosmic
coincidence” of Carl’s 108th birthday and the launch, but perhaps author William Paul
Young says it best: “Coincidence has a name...” Once again, our remarkable space
missions of today, like the successful launch of “Artemis 2” stand on the shoulders of
people like Carl Roth!

Concordia Lutheran Baptizes Two Adults
During Easter Vigil

The Easter Vigil at Concordia in
Macungie, PA included the tradition of
Baptism as started in the Early Church.
St. Paul connects baptism with the death
and burial of Jesus Christ (Romans 6).
Concordia continued this tradition with
the baptism of two adults, Teresa Kaup
and Matthew Kramer, during Vigil. It was
a joy to begin the Easter celebration by
welcoming two more people into God's
Kingdom. It also gave the congregation
their opportunity to renew their
baptismal vows along with Teresa and
Matthew. Pictured from left to right:
President Wally Vinovskis, Teresa Kaup,
Matthew Kramer, and Vicar Rowan
Turner.



New Lutheran Haven Video

We are excited to announce a new Lutheran Haven video that focuses on what
Lutheran Haven is and who it serves. It also speaks about the relationship Lutheran
Haven has with the SELC District and with St. Luke's Lutheran Church and School.
Many thanks to LCEF who produced the video to share with anyone looking to learn
more about what Lutheran Haven is all about!

To view the video, please click here.

The Apostolic Fathers
Educational Opportunity

Dr. Joel Elowsky
August 10 - 12, 2026 in Macungie, PA

Dr. Joel Elowsky will be in Macungie, PA to lead a study of the primary literature of the
Apostolic Fathers with application to the life of the church today. The study will
primarily focus on the texts themselves, with attention given to issues of authorship,
dating, the integrity of the text and the occasion for the writing, as well as major
theological, ecclesiological and social issues that the writings address, such as
martyrdom, church order, orthodoxy and heresy, and early Christian rituals.

Dr. Elowsky is a member of the SELC District and is the professor of Historical Theology
at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. He also is the director of the Seminary’s Center for
the Study of Early Christian Texts and is a researcher for the Center for Early African
Christianity at the Oden House in New Haven, Conn. He has been a faculty member at
Concordia Seminary since 2014. His interests and areas of expertise include early
church studies, the history of exegesis, mission work and African Christianity.



The course will be held from August 10 - 12, 2026 at Concordia Lutheran Church in
Macungie, PA. The schedule is

August 10 - 1 PM - 4 PM

August 11 - 9 AM - 4 PM

August 12 - 9 AM - 12 noon

Registration is $160 and you must register by July 27, 2026. Please contact District
President W.R. Vinovskis with any questions.

Click here to register

LWML-SELC Convention
May 1 - 3, 2026

Register by April 16th

The LWML-SELC is holding their convention in
St. Louis, Missouri May 1 - 3, 2026. The
theme of the convention is "Rivers of Living
Water" based on the Bible verse: John 7:38 -
Jesus declares, he that believes in me, as the
scripture has said, out of his belly will flow
Rivers of Living Water.

The convention will be held at St. Lucas
Lutheran Church at 7100 Morganford Road St.
Louis, Missouri 63116. Overnight rooms are
available at the River City Casino and Hotel
and rooms must be reserved by April 16,
2026 at 8:00 AM is the last day for guests to
reserve their hotel rooms through the booking
link River City Hotel Booking Link CODE:
STLC26E. Individuals may also call
855-785-4263 for reservations using the
same code STLC26E.



La Dolce Vita Sip and Bid Event Held to
Benefit Holy Cross Lutheran Academy

in Sanford, Florida

Holy Cross Lutheran Academy held a fundraising event on March 27th to benefit the
school. The SELC District Vice President for LCEF, John Hoover, sponsored a table at the
event. Several of our Southern Circuit Pastors and their wives attended the event -
Pastor Troy Countryman and his wife Andrea, Pastor James Fernandez and his wife
Jackie, Pastor Ben Hoyer and his wife Megan, Pastor Russ Peterson and his wife Jen,
and John Hoover and his wife Jamie. Thank you to LCEF for their support of the Holy
Cross Lutheran Academy.



Pictured above, from left to right: Jackie
and Pastor James Fernandez and Pastor
Troy Countryman and his wife Andrea.

Pictured below is the HCLA Band

Pictured above is Jen and Pastor Russ
Peterson.

Pictured below are the Silent Auction
table and the stage.



Multiethnic Symposium
May 5 - 6, 2026

Celebrating God’s Love and
Faithfulness Across All Nations

In the context of a multiethnic church, praise becomes a powerful witness to the rich
tapestry of peoples who together glorify Him. Through expressions of praise in music,
dance and art, the 2026 Multiethnic Symposium will explore how the church is
equipped to bear witness to God’s love and faithfulness across all nations. “Praise the
Lord, all nations!” (Ps. 117:1 ESV).

Registration is now open for the 2026 Multiethnic Symposium, May 5-6, 2026 here at
Concordia Seminary St. Louis.

Learn more on this YouTube video is an invitation from Dr. Ely Prieto: https://
youtu.be/oRHiS61bwh4?si=LZzmVl314PI25hg2

Register https://www.csl.edu/resources/continuing-education/multiethnic-
symposium/.

Called to Serve Event
St. Luke's Lutheran Church

Oviedo, Florida

Please join us for a meal and presentation by Rev. Jesse Kueker, director of
Enrollment, on the doctrine of vocation and the status of enrollment at Concordia
Seminary, St. Louis.

Who should attend?
Those interested in pursuing a career in church work...
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) clergy and laity interested in
helping recruit the next generation of church workers

St. Luke's Lutheran Church and School
Oviedo, FL

5–7 p.m. Saturday, May 23, 2026

There is no cost to attend, but space is limited. Please register online or by calling
800-822-9545.



2026 Take Heart Scholarships Available
Applications are due by May 1, 2026

Registration open for Vocatio: High School 
June 20–26, 2026

Students explore vocational ministry during on-
campus visit

Vocatio: High School, an annual weeklong visit event for high school students held
on the campus of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, is set for June 20–26, 2026. The
visit provides an introduction to Seminary life and the ministerial formation process.

Specifically, the retreat offers young people the opportunity to explore the vocations of
pastor and deaconess and consider future service in the church. Participants will
engage in theological conversation, hear from Seminary professors and attend a
Concordia University System college fair. Group sessions will focus on thoughtful
conversation about the Lutheran faith, aspects of vocation and the call to pastoral or
diaconal ministry. Participants also will walk through the admissions process, learn
about the St. Louis area, and engage in some fun and recreation!

“As I went through high school, I thought about pursuing several different vocations,
including helping with my dad's business, going into youth ministry or studying to
become a Lutheran teacher. While the idea of becoming a pastor was on my mind as



well, it wasn't until I visited the Seminary campus that the idea became a real
possibility,” said Rev. Craig Reiter, admissions officer. “It's a joy now to lead Vocatio:
High School and I pray our youth are blessed by their time on campus and are
encouraged toward considering church work like I was.”

The registration fee is $300, which includes lodging and meals. The deadline to
register is May 15, 2026.

Mark Your Calendars

May 1, 2026 - Take Heart Scholarship Applications due

May 1 - 3, 2026 - LWML District Convention in St. Louis, MO

May 5 - 6, 2026 - Multiethnic Symposium, Concordia Seminary St. Louis

May 15, 2026 - Vocatio for high school students registration ends

May 23, 2026 - Called to Serve Event, St. Luke's Oviedo, Florida

August 10 - 12, 2026 - The Apostolic Fathers, Concordia Macungie, PA

Family Bible Journey

Paul’s letters to Timothy and Titus are now referred to
as the Pastoral Epistles because they were written to
young pastors who are being trained by Paul to lead
congregations. Learn how the lessons he taught 2000
years ago are just as appropriate for Christians,
Pastors, and congregations today.

Listen on your favorite podcast platform or go to the
website familybiblejourney.com. 

Is your church considering how to make a
greater impact in your community? Talk to
the professionals at genysysgroup.com to
learn how our teams of consultants are
equipping churches to make real impact in
their community for Christ and the blessing
of those they serve.





Prayer Requests

Rev. Brian Roberts, Orlando, FL, please continue to pray for him as he continues his
journey following cancer treatment.

Rev. Wally Vinovskis, Macungie, PA, who is continuing his recovery from hip
replacement surgery. He is back to work, and he appreciates all of the prayers from the
District.

Rev. John Telloni, St. John in Massillon, OH as he is working and continuing to regain
his strength as he has returned to work.

Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth Ballas, Parma, OH. Please keep the Ballas' in your prayers
for their health challenges. Mrs. Ballas is recovering from a fall at home.

Rev. Alan Mercer in Galloway, NJ for his ongoing health struggles.

Rev. Kevin Duff, Hilton Head, SC, please pray for Pastor Kevin and Holly Duff, asking
Him for peace and courage in coming months as doctors figure out course of
treatments for brain tumors and other issues.

Rev. Edward Kucera, and his wife Irene, St. Louis, MO, for God's loving care.

Rev. Stephen Bocklage, Bel Air, MD, for care and healing for health concerns for his
left leg.

Rev. Arthur H. Baisch, Sharon, PA, who is receiving physical therapy and is working
on healing a foot injury he had before the hospitalization and blood clots.

Megan Skelton in Oviedo, FL Please continue to pray for her and her doctors to find
pain relief solutions for her jaw pain and severe headaches.

Laura Bergmann, Munster, IN, please pray for her to continue to build strength in her
injured knee.

Nita Huffines, St. John, Granite City, IL. Praise the Lord for 7 years of healing, the
name Jesus is greater than Cancer. We thank Him for His presence in daily victories,
while we all watch and wait to see Jesus face-to-face.

Daniel McLean, Oviedo, FL, who has stage 4 cancer and is receiving treatment. Please
keep him, his wife Emily, Deaconess at St. Luke's Lutheran Church in Oviedo, and their
children in your prayers.

If you have people you would like to be included in the prayer list, please send the
information to selc.lcms@gmail.com or call the District Office at 610-965-3265
and press 6.
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